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Jesus said:

“It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

Foreword
Jesus gave answers to the temptations of Satan beginning with the declaration: “It is written.”  The Word of God is a storehouse of answers to combat the woes of this life.  It is also a treasure chest of promises and hopes for the saints of God.  It has a wealth of remedies for those who have no hope and for those trodden down with the terminal disease of sin.  

It is written:  The Lord Jesus Christ said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (Jn. 14:6)  Man desperately searches the world over in quest of youth, longer life, and happiness of life.  Yet, right before his eyes is the very treasure map that unveils the well of living water springing up unto everlasting life and the fountain of eternal grace flowing from Immanuel’s veins.  Within its pages the Holy Comforter has written wondrous guides through the straight and narrow way that begins at the foot of the old rugged cross.  He leads the seeker securely in hand over the lofty heights of pure truth; and when the weary traveler is faint with distressing thirst, the Spirit and the Bride say,  “Come, drink of the water of life freely, and you shall find rest for your soul and life more abundantly.”  Within the pages of the Holy Writ is written all the necessary elements essential for approaching the eternal God of Heaven.  Only those made wise through the blood of the Lamb will understand the magnitude of what is set before them.  Yes, it is written, but “understandest thou what thou readest?”  

These single page lessons are only set forth as brief simple studies of various topics of the Scriptures.  They are not designed as theological discourses, or the settling of doctrinal issues.  These are mere glimpses through the windows of the Word of God.  They are thought provokers, docks for launching out into the deep, and stimuli for discussion of the truths of the Holy Scriptures.  My prayer is that God will use these briefs to cause one to dig deeper into the riches of God seeking to grow in the grace and the knowledge of Him and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If there be any value in these pages to the reader, it will be all of the eternal grace of God and solely for His honor and glory.  Every good gift comes from above.  May God grant unto us more knowledge of what He has written, and may it lead us to praise HIS NAME!

Father, glorify thy Name

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say?  Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.  Father, glorify thy name.” (Jn. 12:27,28)  Jesus was in reference to his up coming sacrifice as the Lamb of God upon the cross.

In this age of “SELF-esteem” and “SELF-expression,” it has become extremely difficult to get folks to accept the Biblical teaching that they are to die to “SELF” and live unto God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  The mind set of “SELF-centeredness” and lifting “SELF” up has its origin in the heart of Lucifer.  It is this sin of “SELF above all” that caused Satan to be cast down.  Why would the sons of God want to duplicate the sin of their Father’s archenemy?  Is not the righteousness of God eternally superior to the sins of Lucifer?

Jesus acknowledges that the Father sent him for a particular purpose.  His sacrifice was the “cause” for his coming into the world.  Even with his divine nature and abilities, Jesus deliberately denies “SELF” to do the will of the Father.  He delivered an object lesson for the saints to identify with!  Every child of the living God has a “cause” for being in this world at his own particular “hour,” and he is expected to deny “SELF” that he might fulfill the will of the Father.

Another crucial point is this: even when man is in the “hour” of his purpose, he still does not have any power of his own to glorify the name of God.  The believer does have part in the sovereign God glorifying His name, either through obedience to the Father or through rebellion against the Father.  Come what may, God WILL glorify His name, but it will be much sweeter if the believer willingly and joyously denies “SELF” for the “cause” of the “hour” for which he came.  

The prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ was “Father, glorify thy name.”  If glorifying the name of God were left to us, we would make such a miserable wreck of it.  Jesus reveals that if the name of the Father were to be properly and eternally glorified, then God is the only one fully qualified to do so.  We are but clay in the Potter’s hand, unable of ourselves to glorify Him.  The Name of the Potter is glorified when all the heavenly hosts behold the finished wonders of His GRACE.  The Potter always has power over the clay because the clay cannot shape itself.  Thus, we cry, Father, glorify Thy Name!

Agape

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.” (I Jn. 4:7)

“Agape” is a transliteration of a peculiar, personal, and particular Greek word.  It is peculiar because it is a word unknown outside the New Testament.  It denotes love in its fullest conceivable form.  It has its origination in the bosom of the Heavenly Father and is carried by the Holy Spirit into the heart of the true believer when the Spirit makes His abode there.  This was not a word used in the secular world.  Agape has its beginning and fulfillment in God; and it cannot exist apart from God.  Agape is the divine holy love that is God.

“Agape” is personal because to experience it one must have that true personal relationship with the Father, the Spirit, and the Son in salvation through the blood of the Lamb.  This salvation or heavenly birth ushers in the Father’s divine nature on a one-to-one basis.  It is the Father knowing YOU, the Spirit knowing YOU, and Jesus knowing YOU!  If one personally has not experienced the new birth, then he personally cannot experience “agape.”  

It is particular because it represents that fullest conceivable form of love, which is given to the believer from the Father.  Agape is heavens apart from any other type of love.  It enables the believers to abide together as brethren in unity for the common cause of the Kingdom of God.  It is given particularly because of the varying characteristics and deficiencies of each believer.  Without this particular form of love, the duties of our ambassadorship for the Heavenly Jerusalem would be found heaped upon ruins.  Our witness for the Lord Jesus Christ would be empty words.  It is the glue that binds the will of the Father to the heart.  It denies self for His name’s sake.

A believer is absorbed by this “agape” love as he is plunged into the blood of the Redeemer.  It overflows him and permeates him as it shapes that new creature so as to become a living exhibition of the love of God and Jesus Christ.  As God is love, so are His children.  Jesus said:  “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love (agape) one to another.” (Jn. 13:35)  If the God one says he serves were judged by the love he exhibits, what would others think of that professor’s God?  Would others desire to worship his God?  

The Grace of Giving

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.” (Mal. 3:8)  

I am not one who harps on the subject of “giving your money.”  I certainly do not believe in begging folks to fulfill their responsibility and duty of returning to God tithes and offering, which belong to Him.  God is not a beggar, and He certainly is not held hostage to the fickleness of man.  God graciously grants each believer the blessed privilege of sharing in His kingdom work through tithes and offerings.  When believers become stingy in their giving, God becomes stingy in His blessings.  God blesses the cheerful givers.

II Cor. 8 speaks of the grace of giving every true believer should be experiencing in his Christian walk.  The Apostle Paul uses such phrases as the following: “the grace of God bestowed,” “the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality,” “beyond their power they were willing of themselves,” “but first gave their own selves to the Lord,” “therefore as ye abound in every thing...see that ye abound in this grace also,” “to prove the sincerity of your love.  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.”  If one has been purchased with the sacrificial blood of Jesus, he is rich unto salvation and eternal life.  The King of kings and Lord of lords died for him!

What are you willing to do for the King of Glory and His kingdom?  Does the same grace of giving abound in you that prompted God to give His only begotten Son?  Stingy giving is evidence of a carnal, spiritually immature, and sinful heart.  “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for GOD LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER.” (II Cor. 9:6-7)  As the old saying goes, tithing is for young believers who have not yet discovered the blessed joys of giving.  Tithes and offerings are just a couple of the doors to a blessed walk with the Father.  Does the grace of giving abound in you?  “PROVE THE TRUE SINCERITY OF YOUR LOVE” - GIVE CHEERFULLY BY GRACE!!!

Backsliding

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

The meaning of the primary Hebrew word (Meshoovoh) translated backsliding(s) in the Scriptures is “a turning, or a sliding.”  It is as if one is going in one direction, then suddenly stops, turns away towards another direction, or begins to slide backward from whence he came.  God’s opinion of this act is: “know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of hosts.”(Jer. 2:19)  

The meaning of the second Hebrew word (Sorar) translated backsliding in the Scriptures is “to be stubborn.”  It is found in Hosea 4:16: “For Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer...” The idea carried is that one is so stubborn that he sits down like a mule or heifer on his own opinions and he refuses to be moved even by “Thus saith the LORD God!”  His mind is set and cannot be moved, and the consequences are of little importance to him.

The meaning of the Hebrew word “Soog” translated backslider in the Scriptures is “one who turns back.”  As in Prov. 14:14: “The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways...”  The backslider is not led by the way of true righteousness, for he has determined in his heart that his ways are justifiable. His ways reflect his sin clouded reasoning of the heart. 

Stubbornness is a refusal to yield, to obey, or to comply.  It is resisting with a determined obstinacy.  Again, it is being hard to handle, hard to deal with, pigheaded, opinionated, and self-willed.  One becomes a backslider when he or she becomes so full of self that he or she refuses to hear, to yield, to obey, or to comply with the Word of God.  He becomes hard to deal with as a stubborn heifer, resisting God with great obstinacy, and in his opinionated pigheadedness he turns away from godliness to follow after worldliness and self-fulfillment.  His eyes are no longer upon the Lord Jesus; rather they are upon his own self-gratification.  He does as Israel did: “they tempted and provoked the most high God, and kept not his testimonies: but turned back, and dealt unfaithfully...” (Ps. 78:56,57)  

Does this describe YOU?  Are you stubborn against the will of God in your life?  Are you refusing to walk in the ways of righteousness?  Rest for the soul comes when one ceases to resist God!

Sowing for a Harvest
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written in the Scriptures: “They that sow in tears SHALL reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, SHALL doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” (Ps. 126:5,6)
Is God faithful and true to His Word?  If He is, this passage is as true as our salvation in the blood of Jesus Christ.  If He is not, can we believe Him when in other passages He promises to save us through the blood of the Lamb?  If God is faithful and true, He is faithful and true in all His words.  I believe He is.  Don’t You?

The lack of harvest is not the fault of the Creator but the sowers.  If there is no sowing and watering on the believer’s part, there can be no growing and harvesting for him either.  Fence off a plot of land, and then sit in the shade on the seat of “do nothing.”  Do not sow any seed, do not water, or do anything else.  How many big beautiful vegetable plants will spring up of themselves and produce a bountiful harvest?  It would be nice if they did, but in reality there will be absolutely no vegetables to feast upon.  One’s harvesting depends upon his labor to bring forth a crop to harvest.

The eternal plan of God is for His saints, the believers, to go forth into the world bearing and sowing the precious seed of the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They are not to go forth in coldness of heart, rather in broken and tearful hearts of agonizing love for the lost.  The believer goes and sows, weeping in his bosom for souls because of his consciousness of God, eternity and the coming judgment.

Christ’s knowledge of those given to Him before the foundation of the world did not eradicate His sorrow for those who would perish in unbelief.  Every believer should have no less agony, if indeed the heart of this blessed Saviour dwells within his bosom.  Have we become so cold-hearted that we cannot feel the warmth of the Saviour’s love?  Can we not see and feel the drops of tears of the Lord’s compassion that He shed over Jerusalem?   Have we no tears for the lost?

The God who is faithful and who cannot lie has revealed that many shall perish in unbelief, even some folks you personally know and love.  Do you have any sorrows and tears in your heart for them?  Must millions perish in sin with no one to weep over their souls?

I Know Thy Works
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.
Too frequently believers become apathetic in their Christian service and duties.  They begin to take their ease in “I’m satisfied,” “Resting upon the Rock of Ages,” and “I shall not be moved.”  After all, do not the Scriptures say we are saved by grace and “NOT of works, lest any man should boast.”  Hence, many take it to mean they are never to do anything.  This passage, however, is in reference to the obtaining of salvation and not the duty of good works.  The verse immediately following, on the other hand, is in reference to the duty of the believer after salvation.  It is written: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” (Eph. 2:10)  God has foreordained the believer to walk in the good works of His design.

In Eccl. 9:10 are the instructions: “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might: for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”  If you are going to do anything for the cause of Christ, you must do it quickly because death and the grave knock anxiously upon life’s door.  Jesus warns: “the night cometh, when no man can work.”  Work with all your might while it is called today, for there is an abundance of rest tomorrow when you greet death and the grave.  Far too much of the day has gone and so little work has been accomplished in the fields of harvest.  There is too much “churchy” work going on and being substituted for real heavenly labor.  Work is not always heaven’s work.

Many say they have faith, yet they will not work.  James says: “shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works,” and “faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”  Where is the evidence of your salvation in Christ Jesus?  Where is the proof of the blood of Lamb upon you?  Work evidences faith!

In Revelation Jesus told all seven churches, “I know thy works.”  He wasn’t talking to the buildings.  He was talking to the people.  Just as Jesus knew their works, He knows our works as well.  The believer has been made alive in Christ Jesus and ordained by God to walk in good works redeeming the times for they are far spent.  In good works we exhibit or show our faith in Jesus Christ.  What does Jesus know of your works?  Do they give full witness of your faith in Jesus?

With All Thine Heart
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” (Deut. 6:5)  

For most folks this is just another stern commandment from the eternal living God of the heavens and the earth.  But, in reality it is not a harsh commandment; it is a blessed command of privilege.  When one considers mankind throughout all the ages, very few have received the grace of God that enabled them to love Him.  The carnal nature of man despises the very thought of a sovereign eternal God and by nature desires no holy relationship with Him.  Only when there is a new birth by grace does love spring from the new creature crying “Abba, Father.”  The new creature has a natural love of God.

One can only and truly fulfill the commands of God out of love, because one who obeys out of love is vastly different from one who obeys out of fear.  Love is free while fear is subjugated to a harsh bondage.  The difference between religion and Christianity is fear and love.  Religion rules over its subjects with the fears of dos and don’ts and is all its life fearful of failure; but Christianity is dancing in the Waltz of Grace.  An irresistible love for the Father and the Lord Jesus joyfully brings the child in loving obedience to the Father’s will.

The new creature formed in the blood of Jesus unto salvation is made partaker of the divine nature of the Heavenly Father.  This new child born of the Spirit adores the Father with an awesome love.  It is an inexpressible love that permeates the entire mind, body, and spirit of the believing one.  It is a giving over of the whole of one’s self to the Lord.  There is no dreaded fear involved, only unspeakable joy. 

The unusual form of the Hebrew word translated “heart” suggests that there are two hearts, or a two-sided heart, involved.  Both the carnal and the spiritual heart of the believing one lovingly surrender all emotions, passions, and desires to the will of the Father.  This surrender is immediately followed by the complete mind that processes and dissimulates every word and instruction of the Father.  Then with all one’s might the whole will of God is put into action in everyday life, not out of fear, but out of love.  There is absolute obedience, the spirit overriding the flesh to do the will of God.  It is a blessed privilege to be able to love God with all the heart, the soul, and the might!

No Darkness At All

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.
It is written:  The Apostle John wrote, “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (I Jn. 1:5-7)

It blesses the heart to know that we serve the God of the light and not the god of the darkness.  There is something about being in the light that gives warmth and peace to the innermost heart.  Knowing the blood of Jesus has cleansed even all the hidden dark crevasses of guilt and shame and replaced the darkness with the light of His presence gives an indescribable release of freedom and peace.  It makes one want to dance barefoot upon the green pastures of His love and in the shining light of His grace.  It makes one want to pause life and smell the sweetness of the tulips!  

Please understand, a true believer having the birth of the new creature within is not just a figure of speech.  There is a new creation born out of the sacrificial blood of the Lamb and is awakened in the light of the Eternal, a new life made partaker of God’s divine nature.  One who is born of God lives in the light and by the light.  It is not a choice or a decision. It is a natural existence for the new spirit creature.  He lives, breathes, and exists in the Light because of Who he is, a child of God.   The new creature is not comfortable with the darkness; he is like a fish out of the water.  He is alive in the light of His righteousness and abhors the sins of the god of the darkness.

If one says he has fellowship with God, “saved, redeemed, born again, etc.,” and walks in the darkness of sin, the Word of God clearly states he is a liar and does not the truth.  There are many pretenders in the world who have a false hope of salvation and eternal life.  They have no fellowship with the God of the light.  They love darkness because their hearts and deeds are evil.  There is no light in them, and the blood of Jesus Christ has not cleansed them, and they abide in the darkness.  They love the darkness because they are of the darkness; if they were of the Light they would live of the Light.

Watchmen, Hold Not Your Peace!
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night...” (Is. 62:6)  “...therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.” (Ez. 3:17)
In His divine sovereign will the Eternal God has chosen and called out His watchmen and set them upon the walls of time.  This is not man’s beggarly humanistic choosing of a profession.  This is the Creator of the heavens and the earth decreeing, placing and empowering the men of His choosing to be watchmen upon the walls.  Their cries of warning are the very words that God Himself has spoken into their hearts and ears.  These are God-given men with God-given messages of “Thus saith the LORD God.”  Men who take this calling upon themselves without being divinely commissioned shall suffer the hand of the wrath of God.  It is not a little thing with God.  A sovereign God does as He wills and will not be intruded upon by the whims of man.  Let him that hath an ear hear what the Spirit saith!
Too often this world and many church members care little for the watchmen set upon the walls by the hand of God.  Sadly, they care even less for the messages sent to them from God.  As God reveals, the watchmen see what the Eternal has purposed and hear the words of His mouth.  Now, I ask you, what shall they do?  Shall they sound the warning as commanded by God?  Or, shall they hide it within the heart and speak not?  Or, shall they tickle men’s ears with fables?
The watchmen are commanded not to hold their peace day or night.  The messages and warnings of God do not conform to the time framed “religious services” of carnal men.  They are not to hold their peace day or night, for the words sent from God are to be spoken until the appointed completion of the age.  God has ordained messages and warnings for all mankind to hear.  The watchmen are to give aloud the message of the living God.  “Preach the Word!  Give a certain sound!”  They are to make known the mind of God.

History has proven that the vast majority of people will not hear.  They will conjure up unfathomed excuses not to hear.  Will you hear and receive the words out of the heart of God?  Will you be persuaded by the cries of the watchmen upon the walls or ignore his words?

Lift Up Your Eyes and Look
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.
It is written that, at the well in Samaria, Jesus told His disciples: “Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” (Jn. 4:35)  His instructions were to take their eyes off themselves and off their own needs.  Jesus wanted them to see what He saw, the great fields of labor with a bountiful harvest ready to reap.  There were multitudes waiting to hear that there was indeed a hope, and that that eternal hope was in Jesus the son of the living God.  They might not know they were waiting, but their souls did so desperately long for the sweet rest found in the blood of the Lamb of God.

On another occasion Jesus told His disciples: “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.”  Even though there are plenty of fruits to be harvested, there are actually very few believers who have enough vision and willingness to surrender to the God given task of going forth into the fields of labor to bring in the fruits awaiting them.  Sadly, there are some laborers who have suffered death by doctrine.  Many have become like the Pharisees who had become so stiff-necked by the letter of the law that they missed what the letter of the Word taught.

It is not a question of available fruit; rather it is a question of vision and commitment.  As long as God has not stopped the hands of time and believers remain upon the face of the earth, there still remain those who were given to Christ before the foundation of the world who are yet to be harvested.  But who will lift up his eyes off himself to see the fields of labor with visions of bringing in the bountiful treasures of fruit?  There is not a lack of fruit but a lack of laborers.

Each person’s commitment to God must be based upon what he sees when he lifts up his eyes and looks upon the white fields.  One cannot have a dedicated heart filled commitment to the task at hand if he is trying to serve what someone else sees in his vision. Purpose and energy come to those who in prayer see what Jesus sees in the fields and feels what Jesus feels as He looks upon fields ready to harvest.

Self-centeredness is a curse among the churches because it cares nothing for lost souls.  John the Baptist had it right: Jesus must increase and “I” must decrease!  LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND LOOK!!

Pure Hearts
From the Pastor: Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.
It is written: “purify your hearts, ye double minded.” (James 4:8)  The Greek word translated “purify” in this passage means to purge of all uncleanness by means of sacrifice.  Believers are encouraged by the Apostle James to draw nigh unto God in absolute submission.  This drawing near in submission requires one to purge his heart of all uncleanness even to the point of self-sacrifice.   One cannot draw nigh into the presence of a Holy God if the intents of his heart are not honorable and submissive.  A pure heart requires holiness, and holiness requires a singleness of mind to be obedient unto God at all costs.

Too often churchgoers treat God as a can of snuff.  It is as if they keep Him in a little can in their back pocket until the urge hits them; then they put a little pinch of God in their lips for a sweet taste of holiness.  When their pleasures are filled and they have had enough of that for now, they spit Him out until they feel the urge again.  But, they will be sure not to dip around those folks it may offend, out of a show of respect.  They only want to use God when it is suits their convenience and desires; but they flaunt a proud ring imprinted upon the back pocket that all might see what MANLY dippers they are.  
All of the Scriptures from Genesis through Revelation cry out against this masquerading hypocrisy.  It is a stench in the nostrils of God, and it is an abomination against His holy nature.  The Judge of all heaven and earth will not hold guiltless those who attempt to deceive themselves and others with their dipping sanctimonious pretenses.  One may pretend if he dares but know that he will be put on trial by the Chief Cross-Examiner.  If the eternal Judge does not see the holiness of the red blood of the Lamb slain on the Cross of Calvary, the hypocrite shall clearly be found guilty of impurity of heart.  

True believers cannot be double-minded.  That is, the spiritual heart of the new creature within the child of God cannot by nature be happy set upon the things of the world and the things of heaven at the same time.  The believer must die to self and be filled with Jesus Christ to find his heart’s rightful place.  He must become inwardly in the likeness of the Master.  He must submit to God, resist the devil, draw nigh to God, cleanse the hands, and sacrificially purify the heart.  A clean, purified heart will be opposed to all that is unclean.  

Does Our Church Need Revival?
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.
Part I: The Lullaby Syndrome
Webster defines syndrome as “a number of symptoms occurring together and characterizing a specific disease.”

A church becomes infected with the Lullaby Syndrome when the members surrender to the slumbering tunes of indifference and lukewarm hearts.  They are lulled into unproductive apathy in the work to which the Lord Jesus has called them.  Their slumbering eyes lose all direction and purpose in the cause of Christ.  The membership becomes irritable like little children fighting sleep, and nothing appeases their inner agitations.  Petty things become sources of divisions.

In Rev. 3 the Laodicean church is an example of a church infected with the Lullaby Syndrome.  Jesus says to them, “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.”  Their state of sleeping in “lala land” while having a total disregard to the spiritual warfare around them makes the Lord of Glory sick to the point of vomiting.  It is an abandonment of the living faith delivered unto the prophets, the apostles, and the saints of old.  It is falling asleep while on guard duty as the enemies of the truth stalk the church in the darkest of times.  

Paul writes: “Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light...Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” (Eph. 5:14,16)  Again he writes:  “...knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.” (Rom. 13:11,12)  Hear the alarm!  The enemy is upon us!  There is far too much dialogue at the well, instead of more laboring in the fields that makes one thirsty for the water IN the well.

Revival means to make alive again.  When pastors and church members have been lulled into a spiritual sleep by the soft lyrics of apathy, there is a desperate need for an awakening, a making alive again.  When the eyes of the heart become dim and full of sleep, and the sense of urgency is all gone, there is an overwhelming need to hear the alarm for REVIVAL.  Awake; revive in the cause of Christ!!!

Does Our Church Need Revival?
From the Pastor: Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.
Part II: The Unresponsive Symptom
“If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the Lord of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart.” (Mal. 2:2)  “...the whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it to heart.” (Jer. 12:11)  “...they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law.  Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger... yet he laid it not to heart.” (Is. 42:24,25)

The Hebrew word rendered “lay to” means to set, make ready, to give serious attention to.  It is used in a nautical sense to say that the heart has drifted off course and desperately needs to be set back on a steady course towards the right port of destination.  

When disciples of the Lord Jesus allow the uncertain winds of carnality to fill their sails, they are quickly blown off course to wander in the dark and stormy depths of ungodliness.  If they will not hear the words of the Captain, if they will not quickly and rightly respond to the commands and warnings of the Keeper of their souls, they will promptly be cast into the violent winds of the fury and anger of the living God.  Their blessings shall be turned into curses.  Their miserable lives will be filled up with despair and desolation.  They will find no peace, no rest, and no refuge because they have refused to respond to the Captain’s order to correct the course of their hearts, to realign themselves upon the course of true righteousness.  The peaceful sea will churn into raging waves of the fury of God’s anger.  Their lives will be cast upon the jagged rocks of despondency. 

When church members refuse to hear the messages and warnings of God, which go forth to correct the course of drifting hearts and lives, and commands of the Captain fall upon unresponsive hearts, it is a positive symptom that the church needs revival.  When the dispatched Word comes knocking upon one’s heart and he will not receive it, because he insists it is for the sinner next door, that individual is in need of revival.  When church members are indifferent and unresponsive to the preached Word, there is no doubt the church needs revival.  “Lay to” your hearts and hear the Captain of your souls!
Does Our Church Need Revival?
From the Pastor: Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.
Part III: The Unwilling Symptom
“Who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?” (I Chron. 29:5)  This question was presented by King David to the nation of Israel so that the House of God would be built with willing hearts.  The service to which he asked them to devote themselves of its very nature required spiritually surrendered hearts so that all would be absolutely acceptable unto God.  Godly service requires purity of heart and a dedicated life that has purposed to be found pleasing unto God.  One must be willing in all holy things for His sake.
Too often, as congregations assemble, there are those who do not attend because they have unwilling hearts toward God.  Even among those who do attend, there are those who are unwilling to receive the Word of God, unwilling to respond to the Word of God, unwilling to obey the Word of God, and unwilling to participate with God and the Lord Jesus in the Kingdom work.  They are unwilling to be saved, unwilling to be baptized, unwilling to join the church, unwilling to pray, unwilling to sing, unwilling to read and study, unwilling to repent, unwilling to give, unwilling to have a willing heart, and unwilling to change their character and life style.  They are unwilling because they know not God, or because they are in rebellion against Him.  An unwilling heart is a symptom of serious spiritual problems.
Revival in the times of King Jehoshaphat was characterized by men’s hearts being lifted up in the ways of the Lord, and there was a willingness of the people to offer themselves sacrificially unto God.  True revival will come when arrogant pride is turned into godly humbleness, when hearts pray and seek the face of God, when believers offer themselves as living sacrifices unto the Lord, when rebellion turns to obedience, when the unwilling are changed to the willing and cry out “Hear am I, Lord, what would You have of me,” and when hearts are made willing in the ways of the Lord.  When the Spirit flourishes within the heart, the soul becomes anxious towards God.  The focus of life becomes “not my will but Thine, O LORD!  Self-centeredness will become lost in Christ-centeredness.  If the members of a church are not willing to consecrate themselves unto the Lord Jesus who died for them, the church is in need of REVIVAL!  

Does Our Church Need Revival?
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.
Part IV: The Worldly Symptom
The Apostle Paul wrote: “...Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed...” (II Tim. 4:10)  These words have too frequently been the heart’s companion of a devoted pastor.  There is a tremendous sense of helplessness to watch church members forsake the paths of righteousness to run after their love for the things and the people of this world.  Yet, it is not so much a forsaking and departing from the pastor as it is from the Lord Jesus Christ.  The truth is, they forsake Jesus and depart from His presence.
The Apostle James unveiled this forsaking and departing as spiritual adultery when he wrote: “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?  whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” (James 4:4)  When believers turn from their love of God and chase a love for this world, they are guilty of spiritual adultery.  Their love affair with the elements of this world places them in the dangerous predicament of being an enemy of God.  This by holy necessity calls down upon the guilty chastisement and suffering that it may bring forth repentance with godly sorrow.  A church can be equally guilty.
The Apostle John instructs: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” (I John 2:15,16)  One who abandons his love of God purposes to fill up his lust of the flesh, his lust of the eyes, and his pride of life, these being the driving forces in the love of this world.  God’s love cannot and will not co-exist with love for this world.  One’s heart and a church must cling to one and abandon the other.

When a church forsakes the spiritual for the worldly, it becomes an enemy of God and is in severe need of REVIVAL.  Church members ought to examine the driving forces of their hearts. Is the Spirit motivating the heart to spirituality, or is the sinfulness of the flesh demanding the fruits of worldly lusts?  If a church has abandoned the ways of righteousness in favor of emotional rationalizations to be like the world, then that church is in urgent need of REVIVAL!! 

Does Our Church Need Revival?
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.
Part V: The Prayer Deficiency Symptom
Prayer is that special privilege ordained by God by which His children are able to fellowship and communicate with Him.  God is not impressed with the outpouring of theatrical humanistic religionism.  Instead, God bends His ear and heart toward the sweet tears of a quite, humbled, obedient heart.  It is not the loud musical pomp and ceremonial parade that draws His attention.  It is the sound of tears flowing down the sides of Spirit-filled hearts that makes the greatest impact in the heart of our Heavenly Father.  It is a gracious thing for God to listen to prayers, for He is not under any obligation to do so.

We are instructed in the Holy Scriptures to be “praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” (Eph. 6:18)  Also, we are to “pray without ceasing.” (I Thess. 5:17)  That is, faithful believers and churches are to be obedient in constant, persistent, untiring, sleepless prayer under the searching of the Holy Spirit.    A church is suffering the Prayer Deficiency Symptom when it habitually neglects to seek the ear of God through the duty and privilege of constant prayer.  

If the child of God relaxes in his prayers toward the Father, Satan and the demons of Hell will triumphantly succeed in ensnaring him.  The greatest enemies of the believers are not seen by the eyes but are cloaked in spiritual darkness stalking and awaiting vulnerable prey.  When the believer falters on his power rejuvenating prayer life, he falls victim to the roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.   The believer must be ever vigilant upon bended knees for the devourer is ever crouching near.  A church must not neglect the security of prayer; if it does, there is a desperate need of REVIVAL.  

If one’s life seems dashed upon the rocks, it is because he has neglected the security of prayer.  If one has no need of prayer, it is because he does not know God.  If one has no power with God or in His work, it is because he has not exercised his duty and privilege to speak into the ear of God.  If a church is not burdened for the lost souls in the fields around it, it is because it is not hearing the tender voice of God in prayer.  If a church is deficient in heart wrenching prayers before God, it needs REVIVAL.  Prayer is the very lifeline of a church’s healthiness and continual existence for generations.
Does Our Church Need Revival?
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Part VI: The Neglecting of the Word of God Symptom

Psalm 119
    2.  Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.

    6.  Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments.

    9.  Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.

  11.  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

  16.  I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.

  34.  Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.

  59.  I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies.

  67.  Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy word.

  97.  O how love I thy law!  it is my meditation all the day.

103.  How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!

105.  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

130.  The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.

133.  Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.

140.  Thy word is very pure:  therefore thy servant loveth it.

148.  Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I might meditate in thy word.

161.  ...my heart standeth in awe of thy word.

162.  I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil.

“…Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.” (Eph. 5:25-27)  If a church is not washing regularly with the Word of God, it stinks of sin, and it is in grave need of REVIVAL!

Does Our Church Need Revival?
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Part VII: The Lack of Generosity Symptom
“Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves...” (II Cor. 8:1-3)
Few church members understand that one of the graces of true Christian character is the grace of LIBERAL giving.  It is an exhibition of the indwelling Christ.  God gave us an example by the giving of His Son for our salvation. Jesus gave Himself as the Lamb slain unto death to purchase forgiveness of sin and eternal life for every believer.  Every genuine believer is acutely aware that he has been on the receiving end of the greatest act of the grace of giving.  The saints unsurprisingly have the same love of giving as that of the Father and the Son.  The grace of giving is part of the saint’s spiritual DNA.

Jesus said the poor widow with only two mites to put into the treasury had cast more in than all the rich folk, who gave only a little token gift. “For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury (poverty) hath cast in all the living that she had.”(Lk. 21:4)  Would to God such great love for the Kingdom of God could be found in the churches today!  This type of godly giving requires sacrifice.  King David said: “...neither will I offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothing.”(II Sam. 24:24)  The problem is - few are willing to give sacrificially.  Some keep their eyes on the church budget, giving only enough to ensure it is met.  Some give their little token gift quarter, whether they need to or not.  Some refuse to give. Some “can’t afford to give.”  Some just “ain’t gonna give to that there preacher.”

It is written: “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”(II Cor. 9:6)  Also: “For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”(Lk. 6:38)  Everyone receives in the same manner in which he is giving.  If church members are lacking in the God-like grace of generosity, then the church needs REVIVAL!

Does Our Church Need Revival?

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

 Part VIII:  The Disregard For The Lord’s Day Symptom

“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.”(Ps. 122:1)  This would seem to be the logical and normal response of one who has been saved by the blood of the Jesus Christ, forgiven of all sins, and given the gift of faith and eternal life.  However, many churches are plagued with members who are of a different opinion, blissfully content in their absenteeism.  They are not even the least bit embarrassed before God.  They have rationalized their excuses in their own minds and judge them completely legitimate.

It is written in the Holy Word of God: “Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.”  Some think me naive, but I am inclined to believe God’s sovereign and eternal Word.  God demands His children to glorify Him by participating actively in the church (the visible called out assembly).  It is also written: “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is...”  This command to the church is clear.

Many have turned the Lord’s Day into “My Day.”  This attitude brings many questions to bear.  Are these folks really born again?  Have they truthfully been purchased by and been plunged into the blood of the Lamb?  Have they experienced God’s saving grace unto eternal life?  Have they been made a new creature in Christ Jesus and been made partaker of the divine nature of God?  Or perhaps:  Are they in blatant rebellion against God?  Have they come to despise the Holy One of their salvation?  Do they really understand the consequences of turning their backs and deaf ears towards the One Who shall surely judge even the thoughts and intents of their rebellious hearts?  Why are they attempting to steal the Lord’s Day from Him? 

King David said: “...I have set my affection to the house of my God...” (I Chron. 29:3)  Now, this exhibits the mind and heart set of one who has truly experienced mercy and grace from the heavenly Father.  If one has not set his affection to the house of God, perhaps, it is because he has not yet experienced the redeeming grace in the blood of Jesus and the forgiveness of sin.  Perhaps, he has forgotten his love of the Father and the Son.  If the church member’s love for the House of God on the Lord’s Day has diminished – it needs REVIVAL!
Does Our Church Need Revival?

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Part IX:  The “It’s For The Other Person” Symptom

It is written: “And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous...”  These say in their hearts: “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.”(Lk 18:9-12)  In their sanctimonious, pompous piousness they cry out “preach on preacher, THEY NEED IT!”  “Sic’em preacher, you tell ‘em!”  “Too bad the ones that needed to hear that message weren’t here, because that would have really got’em good!”  Too many church members trust in themselves and do not realize the providence of God has put them in earshot to hear the message.  Some even dare to presume they are the watchdogs to make sure the preacher preaches correctly.  Little do they know that the messenger has been sent to them with a message for them.
Is the message sent forth from the omniscience living God subject to the whimsical attendance of man?  Is the man of God commanded to preach to ears that are not there?  Maybe, just perhaps, God knows what He is doing, and has sent forth His voice to those whom He foreknew would be in attendance.  Is it possible that God is still sovereign in all His ways?   God just might know what He is doing!
It is amazing how many churchgoers are of the opinion that the message they hear is for the “other person.”  Could there be some remote possibility that the hearers are the ones who need salvation, or that they are the ones who are in dire need of repentance, or that they are the ones who are weighed in the balances of God and found deficient?  Maybe God has sent forth His voice of warning to YOU.  Why think God is speaking to those who cannot hear the sound of His servant’s voice?  They do not come because they have no desire to hear or to obey the voice of God.  Why did YOU come into the presence of the message of God?  Do you suppose God has purposed for YOU to hear His words?  Do you suppose it is not just for the other person?

It is written: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”(Rev. 3:22)  This is not speaking of wood, nails, rock and mortar but of the individuals who are in the called out assembly.  If you think the message is not for you, you need REVIVAL!

Does Our Church Need Revival?

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Part X:  The Desperate Need of a God Sent Revival!

“Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?”(Ps. 85:6)  The word “revive” from the Hebrew means to make alive.  The question is: will God make the members of the church alive again that they may be able to rejoice in Him?  Many will no doubt, say: “I’m not dead, preacher.” However, the problem with death is that it exits in a state with no knowledge of life; neither can it perform any actions in the realm of life.  Jesus told the church at Sardis: “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.”  The members of the church thought they were alive, but He who is Life revealed to them that they were in a state of deadness.

The psalmist wrote: “It is time for thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void thy law.”(Ps. 119:126)  Scores of preachers and church members have set aside the Word of God and count it as nothing.  They have turned to the beggarly elements of the world, preferring religious excitement by cunning humanistic methods with hypnotic influences and are bathing themselves in Satan’s grand delusional imitations.  They are adorning themselves for the Ballroom of Death.

The desperation for revival intensifies each passing day because of rampant sin, ungodliness, greed, and immorality in the churches.  Church members have become cold and hard toward the preaching of “Thus sayeth the Lord God!”  They with frequency ignore the voice of God in favor of their own selfish fleshly lusts.  The sin of willful ignorance is eating like a plague through the churches.  Many are dead in trespasses and sin, and many are asleep not knowing they are in danger of God’s hand of wrath and the fires of Hell.  

Revival comes when God makes ALIVE His people with the explosive power of the Holy Spirit.  Godly sorrow and true repentance will overwhelm church members in an awakening.  New radiant life-giving light will shine courageously in the forbidden darkness of the world.  Holy Spirit filled revival changes weak, sin filthy, unfaithful church members into daring heroic soldiers of the living God to war against the principalities of darkness and that Wicked One.  God sent revival will wake up and put spiritual life back into a church of the Lord.  If you think you do not need revival, you need REVIVAL!
Offering God the Leftovers

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “And if you offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? ...I have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand.  ...Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the Lord of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the Lord.  But cursed be the deceiver...” (Mal. 1:8,10,13,14)  

God does not accept leftovers!!  Many church members presume God will accept any offering they wish to give as long as it is what they purpose in heart.  But, any offering less than that required of God, which has been purposed in the heart, is SIN!  God commands and demands the first and the very best.  There is NO excuse acceptable to God.  The tithes and offerings required by the Lord are not to be diminished or used for other purposes.  They are the LORD’S!!!
Many folks say, “Well God understands I can’t give what is required; when I get my finances under control I’ll start giving”.  The problem with this kind of thinking is that unless one obeys God, he will never receive His blessings to get his finances under control.  As it is written: “Will a man rob God?  Yet ye have robbed me.  But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings.  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me...” (Mal. 3:8-9)
One may think what he will and rationalize as he wishes; if he will not give unto God what God has required, then he is a deceiver and cursed because of his sin.  He is guilty of robbing God, according to the Scriptures.  

If one would find favor with the Lord of heaven, he must repent and pay his tithes and offerings.  They are the first to be paid out of ALL that God has provided.  One does not first pay all else and if there is something left over pay God a token.  God demands the first fruits.  If one is obedient, God promises to supply his needs, not every whimsical desire.  He says, “...prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”(Mal. 3:10)  I challenge you to prove God, give the first and best!  

No Fear, No Shame, and No Hope

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Thus saith the Lord: “O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever!” (Deut. 5:29)  It is also written: “For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.” (Ps. 103:11)  What people do, what people say, and how people act is a reflection of their fear, or lack of fear of God.  One’s true level of spirituality is always manifested outwardly, even if he tries to masquerade.  The love of sin is numb to any real fear of God; it seeks only to fulfill its lusts.

Thus saith the Lord:  “Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination?  nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall be cast down.” (Jer. 6:15) People who habitually practice and wallow in sin have their conscience seared, feeling no shame before the eternal Judge.  Sin always conjures up rationalizations for its existence, and finds no reason to blush in its blind ignorance.  Yet, it is written:  “Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.” (I Cor. 15:34)  The greatest of shames is not having the knowledge of God in the heart, for if one did have such knowledge, he would blush and be in shame because of his sins.  Sinners with the true knowledge of God are flooded with shame; they abhor their sinfulness at the foot of His holy throne and bow in repentance pleading for divine forgiveness.  Where is the shame and blushing of sinners?

Sadly, far too many in our society and in the Lord’s churches are void of godly fear and blushing shame.  They love the delicacies of unrighteousness and have no stirring of conscience toward the righteousness and holiness of the eternal God.  They care not there is a judgment to come.  They love the darkness of sin; therefore, there is reserved a portion for them in the midst of the great abyss of darkness forever, and utter tormenting darkness they shall have.  If one has no fear of God and no shame for his sins, then he shall not have forgiveness and hope of everlasting life.

If there is no fear of God, no shame of sin before God, then there can be no hope in God and Jesus Christ in the judgment to come!

Stealing from Your Own Soul

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  or what shall a man give in exchange for his own soul?”(Mt. 16:26)
How important is YOUR eternity to YOU?  How much do YOU value YOUR eternal soul?  For what are YOU willing to trade YOUR heavenly inheritance?  Are YOU stealing from YOUR own soul?

I do not speak to the ungodly lost today; they have their own reward in the abyss of the lake of fire.  I do not speak to the religiously lost today; they have their portion with the hypocrites at the Great White Throne of Judgment.  I speak only to the elected saints of God, those who have encountered the sovereign grace of God, the power of the Holy Spirit, and have been plunged into the blood of our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  It is to those chosen out of the divine purpose of God that I propose the question: “Are you stealing from your own eternal soul?”  Shall there be rewards for you when the Lord Jesus returns?  Will you be wealthy or a pauper in eternity?

Let’s be honest; most of God’s elect today are more concerned about “the brethren” patting them on the back than seeking to hear from the Lord, “Well done my good and faithful servant.”  God’s people spend far too much time enslaved to the things of the world and far too little time serving out of a willing heart in the things of God.  How can the recipients of amazing grace neglect so great a salvation?  Is it not to gain things of the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of life?  One gains the worldly by casting off the ties of the heavenly.  Do not the saints realize it is to the detriment of their own souls to gain the world?  The world is at enmity with God.  No good can come of a union of the saints with the world.

Is the gift of salvation you possess of so little value that you are willing to squander it for a moment of pleasure?  If one steals from God, he steals from his own eternal soul.  Sunday is the Lord’s Day.  Are you stealing it for your own day?  Prayer and Bible study are times that belong to God.  Are you stealing God’s times for your own temporal pleasures?  Tithes and offerings belong to God.  Are you robbing God?  Are you faithfully and willingly obedient unto God?  God said: “He that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul.”

Addicted to the Ministry

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Referring to the house of Stephanas, the Apostle Paul wrote:  “...they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints...” (I Cor. 16:15)  He also wrote to the church at Corinth that he was glad that Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus came “for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied.  For they refreshed my spirit and your’s...” (I Cor 16:17-18)   

 It is a wonderful loveliness to behold brothers and sisters in Christ addicted to ministering to other brothers and sisters in Christ.  We are all familiar with the horrible addictions of drugs, of alcohol and such like.  However, in the Scriptures we are shown a heaven sent, gracious addiction - ministering to the saints.  Oh, I would to God that this addiction would spread like wildfire among the Lord’s churches.  There is a desperate need for this type of addiction. 

The word “ministry or ministering” means to render service, or to give care to someone.  It is the gracious, loving tender care one precious saint physically or spiritually gives to another saint in need of uplifting.  This is an extremely rare and valuable gift of grace.  Its treasure is far beyond the wealth of earthly man.  It is brotherly love in action, an outpouring of the love of God toward others.

In this generation of self-esteem, the majority of folks are esteeming themselves above all others.  It is a “what’s in it for me” and “you owe it to me” society.  Everyone wants to be the one that others lift up and serve.  “And if you don’t play it my way, I’ll take my marbles and go home.”  Self-centeredness has become a massive, destructive, and infectious plague upon many of the Lord’s churches.  “Me for me and all for me” seems to be the order of the day amongst the saints.  “God, here am I, use me” are rare words today.  God save us from ourselves!

True Biblical Christ-likeness compels the saints to give themselves for the sake of others.  An addiction only desires to satisfy its cravings with a sufficient amount of that to which it is addicted.  Thus, if one were addicted to the ministry of the saints, there would be no mountain too high, no sea too wide, and no “self” too big to satisfy the addiction of ministering to the brethren.  Ministering to the saints is a holy addiction enjoyed by few believers.  It ought not to be so, brethren.  To what are you addicted?  

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.  The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.  It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord.” (Lam. 3:22-26)  

In this world of faithlessness, it is good to know that there is a sovereign God who is faithful in all His ways, and at all times.  The true and living God of all creation is faithful in His sovereignty, and He is sovereign in His faithfulness.  His sovereignty over all His creation never falters, never weakens, and is never overthrown.  He faithfully maintains absolute rule.  No one and nothing is able to shake or diminish God’s faithfulness.  He will forever exercise complete dominion over His faithfulness.  If it were not so, the stars would fall, the sun would darken, the earth would stop, the seasons would cease, and all creation would crumble into utter chaos.  Thanks be unto God for His sovereignty and His faithfulness!  Where would all His creation and creatures be without this reality?

To the joy of the saints, God remains constant in His faithfulness.  It is written:  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I Jn. 1:9)  It is a tremendous comfort to know when the occasion of sin arises, and it most surely will; God does not just throw us away.  When we confess our sins into His ear, He hears and in His great love for us He faithfully forgives and cleanses us.  O what great joy to know the heavenly Father faithfully loves His children; even the Lord Jesus said, “…no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” (Jn.10:29)  

If every believer were truly a partaker of the divine nature of the Father as the Holy Scriptures teach, would it not seem logical that they would be created to be faithful as He is faithful?  In this world of rampant faithlessness and doubt, every true believer must take extreme caution to exhibit the faithfulness and surety of the living God, the Lord Jesus, and the promise of His great salvation!  As ambassadors of the God of Heavens and earth, each believer must be faithful as He is faithful in all things.  Imitate the Father’s faithfulness!

With Thanksgiving

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

“O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.  Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms.  For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.” (Ps. 95:1-3)  

Oh how awesome it is to comprehend that when the saints gather together in church capacity, they are presenting themselves before the living holy God of all creation for the purpose of worship, sacrifice, and the hearing of His message to them. The church was not purchased with the blood of Jesus Christ so that it could assemble for country club events or for “Hootenannies” and “Jamboree pep-rallies.”  The purpose of the assembling of the saints is to come before God with thanksgivings for salvation and blessings and to grow in grace and knowledge of the God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

True believers are determined to present themselves before the heavenly Father with a wealth of genuine and sincere thanksgivings coming out of their hearts towards God.  We must understand it is a blessed privilege to assemble with the saints of God in thanksgiving.  The reason some folks do not present themselves at the appointed times of assembling is that they have little or no thanksgiving towards God.  One’s level of dedication and faithfulness accurately reflects his level of thankfulness to the heavenly Father.  

Genuine acknowledgment of the Rock of our salvation leads the real saints to worship correctly with a joyful and Biblical song in their heart and mouth.  God does not accept “rocking hootenannies” designed to insight animalistic emotions as a form of true worship.  Honest songs of praise and thanksgiving follow Scriptural arrangement.  It is written: “Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage.” (Ps. 119:54)  

The Forgiven Ones are visibly discernible by their passionate hearts of thanksgiving towards the Redeemer and His work.  They come not with simple lip service but present themselves as living sacrifices, holy, acceptable unto God.  The Psalmist wrote: “I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the Lord.” (Ps. 116:17)  True thanksgiving is sacrificial by nature, and is joyous in spirit.  It forces out holy songs from the heart and soul!
SAVED!! - Now What?

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Oh, how we love those precious words given by God forever settled in the heavens, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9)  We find great rejoicing in J. P. Scholfield’s old hymn “Saved, Saved!” whose chorus bellows forth “Saved...by His power divine, Saved...to new life sublime!  Life now is sweet and my joy is complete, For I’m saved, saved, saved!”  And don’t forget E. F. Rimbault’s hymn “O Happy Day” - “Happy day, happy day, When Jesus washed my sins away!”  O, what a tremendous delight! 

Truly, these words are a fabulous encouragement to the heart of the emotions of one who has been saved by God’s marvelous grace.  They are a peaceful solace to the soul.  But alas my dear brethren, let us awake out of the sweet comforts of heavenly visions to the “here and now” of today.  Salvation is an unspeakable joy, and it is surely full of glory; but Now What?  Do we now just sit around singing “Saved, Saved!” and “O Happy Day” and sleep upon His saving grace?  Is that all there is to being saved?  Is there no more to this great salvation, and this badge of  “Christianity”?  Has Jesus the Lord of Glory been crucified only to produce “SAVED” spirits to wander through a temporary life without an eternal and earthly purpose?  Or has God decreed some order and purpose for His purchased possessions?  Is there not a reason for this great salvation?

The answer is in understanding that the eternal Creator of the heavens and the earth does nothing without plan and purpose.  If you enjoy the gift of His gracious salvation, then God has a plan and a purpose for your life.  It is written: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” (Eph. 2:10)  The plan for you being saved and created anew in Christ Jesus is for the purpose of being obediently active in the service of God.  The new creature created within loves the works of his Creator.  Jesus said you “shall” be a witness unto Him. (Acts 1:8)  Being a witness of the Lord Jesus Christ is the first love and first work of every believer.  

The “what” is “constantly witness of Jesus Christ.”  It is a living witness of God’s salvation through the blood of Jesus, NOW!

Runaways

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

“Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh,  ...  But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord,  ...  But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.  ...  So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea:  ...  Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.  And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.  ...  Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God ...  And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice, For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the sea; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me.  Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple.” (Jonah 1:1-4,15,17; 2:1-4)  

The greatest joys ever experienced by the believers are found in doing the direct will of God.  Yet, isn’t it amazing how miserable we make ourselves by running away from the expressed will of God?  When “Thus saith the Lord God” is made abundantly clear, we frequently do not like the sound of it, and run in the opposite direction thinking we are able to escape the will of God.  Too often, we believe our plans and desires for our life are better for us than the purposes of God.  “After all, it is OUR life, and WE want to live it the way WE want.  WE are not going to be told how to live OUR lives!!”  Hence, we run away from the presence of the Lord in search of greener pastures.  We run from His presence, His Word, and His church.

When God sends forth the raging storms in response to our rebellion, and we are cast out into the deep and swallowed by the torments of the hellish nightmares of a disobedient life, we shockingly wonder why we are engulfed by such hideous afflictions.  We moan and groan over the grievous state of our lives; as if, it is all God’s fault that we are in such a state of spiritual impoverishment.  If you persist in “running away” at the preaching of the Word of God, be resolved to be content with the hellish afflictions of the whale’s belly!

The old saying goes, “You can run, but you can’t hide!”  Run long, hard, and where you will, but God will still be there!  Why run?

Glory Due

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written in the Holy Scriptures:  “Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts.” (Ps. 96:8)  

In this society that demands ego stardom soaring on wings of “self-esteem,” “credit to whom credit is due” is lost in oblivion.  Dying to “self” and living unto God and Jesus Christ is almost a lost virtue.  The orders of the day seem to be “give me all the glory because no one else deserves any,” and “me for me and all for me, me, me”!!  “Self” has become the greatest infectious god of this generation.  The vast majority of mankind has become one with the wickedness Satan.

Every believer’s heart ought to be filled with this humility of Paul the Apostle: “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” (I Cor. 15:10)  If there be any accomplishments in our lives, let all honor, glory, and praise be given to God for the marvelous grace He has bestowed upon us.  It is His grace laboring within that enables the believer to participate with the Father.  If all is of God, to whom is due all the glory?

Now, notice the rest of the textual passage, “…bring an offering, and come into his courts.”  One’s free will offerings brought into the House of God reflects the amount of glory the giver feels is due the “NAME” of God.  This is even before we enter into the subject of His sovereign grace or His great salvation.  It is not so much the amount one gives, as it is the percentage of the giving with relationship to how much God has blessed him and how much purpose is in the heart to glorify His name because of His blessings.  Jesus observed many of the religious Temple goers casting in large amounts of their abundance into the treasury, but the one that captured His heart was the widow who had only two mites, yet gave all she had - which was how much glory she felt was due God’s name. Our offerings today still reflect how much glory we feel is due the “NAME” of God!  When YOU come before the LORD, how much glory do you feel He is due?  By the measure of your offerings, how much glory do YOU feel is due the NAME of the living God?  Give God glory due Him!

I Am a Debtor

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome: “I am a debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.” (Rom. 1:14)  The word “debtor” means that he owed something or was under obligation.

Every Christmas season it is amazing how many folk get into large debts for the gifts they give to others because they feel they have an obligation to give worthy gifts, even when there are no means to do so.  Unfortunately, far too many times the recipient does not care for nor appreciate the gift for which the giver has indebted himself.  Yet, year after year the same indebtedness keeps reoccurring due to the self-imposed sense of obligation, for whatever reason.  This sense of obligation even extends to those who are just mere acquaintances, or even for whom the giver really does not like.  Nevertheless, so many still feel it “tis the season” to be indebted. 

The Apostle Paul was also plagued with a sense of obligation to give a gift to everyone.  Paul’s willingness to the indebtedness far exceeded his human abilities.  Paul’s love for the souls of men burdened him unto a unique heavenly perception of obligation to all mankind without regard to human reasoning of the cost.  Paul was consumed with giving the gift of the knowledge of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to the point of taking no thought of the untold sacrifices to be required of him.  The giving of the Gift was the reason for the season of Paul’s ministry.  When Saul of Tarsus met the Lord of Glory on the road to Damascus, it began the endless season of Gift giving out of his newness of life as Paul the Apostle.  Preaching of “The Gift of God” became Paul’s supreme indebtedness to all mankind.  

Commercialism has inflicted an endless season of secular gift giving upon man; but do YOU suppose saints ought to give thought to the greatest Gift of eternity, and to what extent should they be willing to indebt themselves to witnessing of the eternal Gift of salvation?  Are the numerous gifts under glistening trees and in pretty papers with bright bows of more value than the Gift under the old rugged tree draped with the blood of the Lamb?  Your indebtedness to Christ is revealed in your perception of the indebtedness you have to man in bearing the Gift of Christ!  How much of a debtor are you?

For the Excellency of the Knowledge

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

 It is written:  “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.” (Phil. 3:8)

From the Greek, the word translated “excellency” carries with it the idea of excelling above and beyond.  The things of this world were considered as worthless to Apostle Paul in comparison to the knowledge of Jesus.  Therefore, Paul was saying that by counting all else loss, he was able to excel above and beyond through the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord.  The driving force was his desire to win or gain Christ.  The reference is not to salvation; rather it is to the filling up of himself with the Christ.  Paul knew to be an effective servant he must decrease to self, and Christ must increase within him.

Now, the common or mediocre believer is quite satisfied in just muddling along with little or no gain greater than when he was born anew.  The Apostle, on the other hand, craved and struggled to know more of Christ.  The fire within the Apostle Paul hungered to excel above and beyond mediocrity.  Mediocre knowledge is for mediocre people; Paul needed the fullness of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, which meant going above and beyond the mediocre.  Paul yearned for much more, to know all he could know in the fellowship of Jesus.

We also live in a society of mediocre believers.  There are very few professing believers who have an all consuming craving for the full knowledge of Christ.  Most folks are quite content to remain average, or below, in the knowledge of Christ and in his fellowship.  Occasionally, very occasionally, there are a meager number who hunger and thirst for far more knowledge of the Christ than that with which the mediocre are satisfied.  Their hearts consume knowledge as a fire does the driest forest, and their hearts are never filled up.  This consuming fire causes them to excel above and beyond because of their growing knowledge of Jesus.  Every day this hunger craves to seek and to know more of Him.  Everything else is mere emptiness.  
Seemingly, fewer in each generation are willing to forsake all for the knowledge of Jesus.   Who of this generation will give themselves to the excellency of the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ?

Foolish Children

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth.  A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that bare him.” (Prov. 17:24-25)
Few would doubt the fact that humans are strange creatures.  They are extremely difficult to satisfy and rarely find true fulfillment.  Man has been endowed with certain qualities that make him markedly different in the kingdom of created beings, whether this is good or not is another subject.  Nevertheless, because of this difference, it is his inborn nature to seek self-fulfillment. The problem exists in his frequent misinterpretations of definition and location that would bring him in harmony with the will of God, thus creating an endless unrest.

This inner turmoil often creates blindness to the reality of truth, though it is right in front of him.  Hence, the blinded one cannot see reality and casts his gaze beyond the visible truth to search the ends of the earth in quest of what is right before him.  This is to play the part of a fool.  When the fool makes the journey to the ends of the earth to find “himself,” he always takes the paths that are least resistant to his animalistic nature.  These easy paths twist him through the dark valleys of unrighteousness with the garbage of the earth.  The fool never aspires to change his course upward to the mountaintops of righteousness where the majesty of God is; it would be contradictory to his carnal nature.  Such is the plight of a fool.  

In unconditional love the parents of a foolish child are inflicted with heart wrenching grief and bitterness that rips to pieces even the best of men’s souls. Depths of sorrow drown the spirits of his loving parents flooding their pillows meant for dreams with boundless wells of tears. A foolish child tears the hearts and spirits of his parent out of them and grinds them into the ground.  “He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow: and the father of a fool hath no joy.” (Prov. 17:21)
Only by the GRACE of God will the light of the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ dispel the darkness of the fool’s blinded eyes.  Wisdom of the Light enables the new man to see the reality of the truth before him and find restful peace for his soul at the foot of the Cross of Golgotha!  Pray for the foolish for his parents’ sake, for his sake, and for the sake of the NAME of God and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Come!!

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches.  I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.  And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let him that is athirst come.  And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” (Rev. 22:16-17)

The things declared in The Revelation to John of the Lord were for the express purpose of unveiling the true reality of Jesus as the Christ, His heavenly disposition as the worthy Lamb of God, and His deity as the King of kings and Lord of lords.  Jesus was revealed to be the legitimate heir to the eternal throne of King David, the One who shall rule over all His enemies, and the eternal King of the New World to come.  This witness was and is to be given to all the Lord’s churches until they are summoned out of the earth to be united before His throne.  There was, is, and shall be no one else who could author our faith and bring it to its completed end in the heavenly Jerusalem.

The word “Come” in the Greek is in the second aorist imperative.  This means, “Come” is a continuing command that has been sent forth and is expected to be obeyed by the hearer immediately.  Thus, from the beginning of the witness of these things given in the seven churches of Asia until the upward “calling out” of the saints, there was a command given and is continually given by the Holy Spirit, by the bride, and by the ones hearing for those who are athirst to “Come at once!”  This command is sounded out to the ones who are thirsty for the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ, and they are to “Come at once!”  The willing ones (they are made willing because they have been made thirsty - a thirsty person willing drinks) are told to take the water of (eternal) life freely (a free gratis gift).  Jesus said: “But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water, springing up into everlasting life.” (Jn. 4:14)  Come and drink!

To him that thirsts for a right relationship with God, it is commanded to “Come at once,” and willingly drink free gratis out of the well unto everlasting life!  Do not go to religion, or to baptism, or to works, or to man.  Come to Jesus, the keeper of the well, and drink!

As a Church Thinketh

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

“For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he...” (Prov. 23:7)  The Scriptures reveal the undeniable truth that one becomes the sum total of his dominant thoughts.  Likewise, an assembly of people becomes what is foremost in the innermost recesses of their hearts.  Their collective pattern of thoughts is exactly what they become.  If their general secret thought is evil, then they will become the evil they dwell upon.  If their hearts are set upon the holiness of God, then they become holy, as He is holy.  If in their hearts they honestly seek the truth of the Word of God, then they will become that Biblical truth of God. A church will manifest outwardly what is in the hearts of the majority of its membership.  It will become exactly what it thinks!!

It is also written: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. ... But without faith it is impossible to please Him...” (Heb. 11:1 & 6)  If there is no exercising of faith in the heart, there will be no exercising of faith by the congregation in godly matters.  The lack of holy revival in a church is the evidence of a famine of God-ward faith, which is the necessary fuel for heavenly fires of righteousness to burn within its midst.  There can be no revival where there are no heart prayers of faith pleading for heaven’s purging fires to bring revival.  A church becomes the mirror of its own thoughts; it arises to that which is entertained in the hearts of the congregation -- holiness-to-holiness, evil-to-evil, and apathy-to-apathy.

The Apostle Paul taught us: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” (Gal. 6:7)  If one plants corn in the field, corn will come forth, not figs.  Likewise, whatsoever is planted in the heart and mind will produce fruit outwardly in one’s life.  If a church’s membership as a whole will fill their hearts and minds with honest prayers for a holy revival, then they shall reap the fruits of such prayers.  Many churchgoers speak of having a glorious revival, but how many sincerely pray for what their lips speak?  Perhaps, they are afraid of what it would bring, and what it would require of them!  Since a church is the summation of what its membership is thinking in the heart, what is the visible fruit of what our church is thinking?  What would you have it to be?  Brethren, take great care in formulating the thoughts of your heart!

To Know the Love of Christ

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.”(Eph. 3:19)  

Three things need to be noticed in this passage:

First, - TO KNOW THE LOVE OF CHRIST - It is one thing to hear about the love of Jesus Christ but quite another to know intimately the love of Christ.  Folks may hear about the love my wife and I have for each other, and they may even witness the evidence of it; but they do not know it intimately because this love is not directed towards any outsider.  It is the breadth and length the depth and height of our personal relationship that makes it peculiar to us.  No one knows the quintessential of this love but we.  So it is with knowing through a personal relationship the love of Jesus Christ.  Religionists are mere wishful thinkers, outsiders, and “Peeping Toms” lusting for what they do not have.  Yet, to know Christ is to know the love of the Christ.  Only true salvation can bring this intimate relationship.

Second, - THE LOVE OF CHRIST PASSES KNOWLEDGE - It is amazing how the unregenerate know exactly what the love of Christ ought to be; but in truth they know absolutely nothing.  According to the Holy Scriptures, the love of Christ surpasses the knowledge of man.  Those who have in fact experienced the saving grace of God and the love of Christ that was responsible for purchasing their salvation know they do not fully comprehend what kind of love this is or what prompted such great love towards them.  

Third, - THE LOVE OF CHRIST FILLS ONE WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD - How does one fathom all the fullness of God filling up the knower (not hearer) by the love of Jesus Christ?   Yet, as it is written, to comprehend with all saints the breadth and length, the depth and height, and to know the love of Christ fills one with all the fullness of God.  It has its beginning in the heavenly birth, and it grows by an interactive loving and knowing relationship with Jesus which opens the reservoirs of the soul to be flooded with the fullness of God.  The saints have yet to even scratch the surface of the wonders of it all.  To know the love of Christ is the fueling energy of one’s rejoicing in the spirit with joy unspeakable and full of glory!

Forsaken by All

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

By heaven’s eternal decree, Jesus came into the world for the ultimate purpose of dying upon the cross.  When He was working miracles, multitudes flocked to Him.  When He fed the multitudes, they gladly took all they could from Him.  However, when Jesus began to teach hard things, the multitudes dwindled to the few.  When Jesus was determined to do the will of the Father and to finish the work for which He was sent, it is written: “And they all forsook him, and fled.” (Mk. 14:50)  Jesus was left alone to fulfill the will of the Father.  Forsaken by all, Jesus finished the work for which He was sent.  The Sacrificial Lamb of God died upon the cross, forsaken by all.

When Paul the Apostle stood to give his defense in the judgment hall, he said: “At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me...” In Paul’s determination to preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ regardless of the consequences, he found himself abandoned by man, especially when it came to the heaviest yoke of the calling.  Yet, in contrast to the Lord, Paul wrote: “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me...” (II Tim. 4:16,17)  Man forsook him, but God did not; God ever remained his Comforter.

When Joshua was commissioned by God after the death of Moses, God told him: “...as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.  Be strong and of a good courage...” (Josh. 1:5,6)  In his calling he would be alone to fulfill his duty, but God promised not to forsake him, and He never did.

King David wrote: “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging for bread. ... For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever...” (Ps. 37:25,28)  God never forsakes the righteous!

The heavenly calling of God frequently brings one to journey through the valley forsaken by all men.  No man can tell you how to fulfill the purpose of God for your life.  Those closest to Jesus tried to stop Him from going to the cross.  Those closest to Paul tried to stop him from fulfilling his destiny.  The hardest part of God’s calling is when those closest to you THINK they know what the purpose of God is for you, even better than you know what it is.  Do what God has called YOU to do, and He will never leave you standing alone!  

The Power of the Potter

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee...   But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.” (Is. 64:7,8)  These passages reveal that for one to believe man is in complete control of his own life and destiny is a mistaken assumption.  He who has the absolute power to create from Himself has also absolute power over that which He has created.  The clay does not dictate to the Potter what He shall form of the clay.  The Potter creates what, when, and how He pleases.  The clay does not call upon the Potter to demand of Him the creative act, nor does he stir himself up and put himself into the Potter’s hands.  He is a dead lump of clay and remains so unless the Potter out of His own purpose chooses to change the fact.  The clay cannot act or create his own self; he is at the mercy of the Potter.  The Potter quickens at His will.

God declared: “Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine hand...” (Jer. 18:6)  Man is unconditionally captivated to the sovereign intent of his Maker.  The Potter, and only the Potter, is the decision maker of the grace of His hands.  Does man choose to come into this world?  Does he choose the date, his parents, his color, his gender, his nationality, or anything else?  What does man have to do with his fleshly birth?  Absolutely nothing!  If he has no power in the fleshly birth, why should he presume he has power in the spiritual?

Apostle Paul asked: “Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?” (Rom. 9:21)  Who possesses the power, the clay, or the potter?  The Creator has the exclusive power to create as it pleases Him.  Who has the right and the power to bring into question the divine purposes of his Creator?  None!  God is God, and He will do as He wills to do.

Within His own power the Potter makes vessels of honour and vessels of dishonor that in the ages to come “he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles.” (Rom. 9:23,24)  As lumps of dead clay, we can but humbly declare of our preparation to glory - Grace, Grace, all of His Power and Grace!  Grace and mercy belongs to the Potter.

Prayer of a Righteous Man

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16)  {Word study: “effectual fervent” - energetically active; “prayer” – one of particular need; “righteous” - a state of being right with God; “availeth” - prevails by power; “much” - many of number}  Therefore, the idea of the passage is - The energetically active prayer of need, coming from one who is in a state of rightness with God, has the power to be granted many positive blessings from the Father.  Right interaction results in positive action.

There are three points to consider: First, the believer must be in an energetically active communing relationship with the God.  The one praying must not be a stranger before the Throne of Grace.  Second, the prayer must be one of true need.  A “want” is not a “need.”  Careful consideration must be given to each and every petition.  Do we ask to consume it upon our own lusts; or do we ask according to His will and to bring glory to His Name?  Third, the one offering up the prayer must be in a state of rightness with God.  This is not being right in one’s own eyes; it is being right by the measure of God.  Does God find the one before Him in a right relationship with Him?  All three of these requirements are critical and absolutely essential before the  “availeth much” is able to come to fruition.  Prevailing power in prayer demands an energetically active, thoughtful, state of righteousness with the heavenly Father.  Positive blessings will come out of a positive energetic relationship.  How is your activity with God?

There is one bedrock issue that must always be kept in focus when one is involved in an energetically active interrelationship with the heavenly Father; that is, all things must work to the glory of His Holy Name.  Failure in this area will cause one to be a failure in his prayers.  Hence, the believer’s prayers of need must be according to the purposes of God.  The one energetically praying with a view to an honest glorifying of the Father will have power with Him and will enjoy many of his prayers springing forth with great blessings.  

Now, how much energy do you expend in daily prayer?  Do your requests have an end of glorifying the Name of God?  Are you asking for needs or wants?  How is your state of holy rightness?  Measuring the fruits of your prayers will reveal your measure before God.

Willing in the Day of His Power

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power...” (Ps. 110:3)  Most pastors face the dilemma of a task set before them with few willing to put themselves to aid in its accomplishment.  The problem exists in the coldness of hearts towards the urgency of eternal matters.  Heaven and hell are more mythical rather than sure realities to apathetic consciences.  Willingness to serve is frequently legislated by conveniences and self-gratifications.  Willingness because of the love of God is almost a lost virtue.  Too often, willingness is a cloak for some hidden agenda or self-centered motives.  

There is a two-part secret revealed in the passage of our text.  First, “Thy people” is in reference to those possessing the divine nature having been born out of the Spirit of God (quickened) by the pure grace of the Father.  Second, “in the day of thy power” reveals the power of God necessary to give newness of life.  In the day God’s power gives birth to newness of life, it creates a new creature that is willing towards Him.  He is quickened in the willing state.

Of the Corinthian church the Apostle Paul wrote: “...beyond their power they were willing of themselves.” (II Cor. 8:3)  They of themselves were not able to succeed in the task at hand; but in the day of the power of God they were willing.  Heaven’s power was superior to their power, which made them willing to do what they of themselves could not do.  The power of God in them made them willing contributors.  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall…”  (Acts 1:8)  No “ifs,” “ands,” or “maybes,” but you shall be made a willing participant.

Much emphasis is placed on man’s abilities.  If we would listen to Holy Scriptures, we would understand it is not what we are self-able to do that leads to success.  It is the power of God going before us and in us that witnesses the completion of the task.  Remember, “For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.” (II Cor. 8:12)  God will not force you, but He has a way of making you willing.  God did not force Jonah to go to Nineveh, but the right set of circumstances gave him a willing mind.  Refuse and run if you will, but in the day God’s power is unleashed upon you, you will be persuaded to be willing.  
Walk Humbly with Thy God

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8)  

Since the creation of man, God has persistently throughout the ages over and over again revealed to man what is good; and the ultimate condemnation of evil.  Yet, amazingly man has thwarted this continuous instruction from God.  God sent them faithful men, but they would not listen.  He preserved His word for them to read, study and understand, but they have no time for it.  Thus, God-ward spirituality has spiraled downward out of control.  Self-appeasement has soared to disastrous levels.  Few will do what the LORD requires.

The Apostle James asked the worldly believers a question: “Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?” (James 4:5)  Well, if you are a believer, do you?  We have not been created anew in Christ Jesus and purchased with His blood so that we could be friends with the world.  God has revealed to every blood bought believer that which is good in His sight, and they are warned of the evil.  Have we not been instructed in the scriptures: “...know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?  whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” (James 4:4)  God has shown you the good and the evil. Now, what does He require of you?  It is in our text – “to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.  He expects the saints to be spiritually correct outwardly, inwardly, and upwardly.  

Understanding the revealed goodness of a sovereign eternal God, and His grace toward you will put you in your proper place.  “Self” is not so great in the presence of God!!  It is written: “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble” (James 4:6) To be humble means to be brought down where you belong.  Even humbleness is not a self-attainment.  When there is an unveiling of the living God and the Lord Jesus Christ in your eternal soul, it will bring you down to your knees and off your pedestal.  A face-to-face meeting with God and Jesus will make you appreciate His gift of a humble heart.  If God had wanted Christians to display pride as peacocks, He would have given them pretty tail feathers for strutting.  Walk humbly WITH your God!

Who Cares?

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

“I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.” (Psalm 142:5)  To the Laodicean church Jesus said: “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” (Rev. 3:15-16)  

David hounded by King Saul found himself trapped in the midst of overwhelming odds.  As he looked around he could see no one to trust, and no one who really cared if he lived or died.  His words were: “no one cared for my soul.”  Saul cared; that is why he hunted him, to kill him.  God cared; that is why He rescued him from a state of no hope.  Those who were apathetic did not care one way or the other; they were “neither cold nor hot.”  If he lived or died was his own problem; after all, we have our own lives to live and things to do!

That is the point about apathy; it cannot look beyond itself, and “sufficient for me is all I need.”  Apathy is unconcerned about others.  Apathy lacks interest and attention in spiritual matters.  Apathy is unresponsive to the preaching of the Word of God.  Apathy is unmoved by the multitudes dying condemned to an eternity in the Lake of Fire.  Apathy is uncommitted to the witness of Jesus, to the study of the Word of God, and to a prayer life filled with a burden for the salvation of others.  Apathy is void of all spiritual zeal.  It has a “ho-hum” attitude.  Apathy cares for no one but “self.”  

“Apathetic” describes the character of most churches today.  Their interest in heavenly matters is all but non-existent.  At the preaching of “thus saith the Lord,” there is hardly anyone responding.  Hearts are unmoved, tears have vanished away, and consciences are void of feelings.  The common attitude is “it has nothing to do with me.”  If souls are lost for all eternity, “what is that to me”?  Apathy in the churches makes the Lord Jesus want to vomit!!!!  It is better for a church that is refusing to be made hot in the zeal of God for the witness of Jesus Christ to close its doors than to remain self-righteously indifferent in His sovereign truth.  Perhaps, if the ax were laid to the root of dead churches, others would pray for a rekindling of that Spirit-filled fire of the witness of Christ.  CARE and LIVE!!!

The Masquerade Ball

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Jesus said to the religionist:  “If God were your Father, ye would love me:  ...  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word.  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.” (Jn. 8:42-44)  

It is staggering how many folks are simply masking themselves in a costume of “Christianity.”  Of course, there are probably as many reasons as there are people trying to be what they are not.  Inwardly, they have deceived “self” into believing they are the queen or the king of the “Ball.”  As the old saying goes, tell a lie long enough, and you will begin to believe it yourself one day.  After all, live in the glamour of a pretentious want-a-be day after day until it becomes second nature, and the real “self” will become relegated to the shadows of the masquerade.  Every moment of the Masquerade Ball hypnotizes the pretenders with delusions of the grand finale, the “Pearly Gates Waltz”; and as they sway, they hope the music will never end.

The reality of it all is that sooner or later the night is spent, and the time for all masks to come off quickly approaches.  The music will end, the lights will be brightened, the glamour and the glitter will fade, and the face of truth will be unveiled.  The sound of the trumpet will announce the mid night hour, and all eyes will become fixed upon the eternal King of kings and Lord of lords.  Then every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall give confession of the true “self” behind the mask.  The Masquerade Ball will be over!  

There are, however, two prominent events in this night.  One is the world coveted Masquerade Ball of Illusions; and the other, not so coveted, is the Ambassadors’ Work Camp of the Gospel Witness.  One is for the “I did it my way” contenders; the other for the “I love to proclaim it” redeemed.  Can you guess which ones attend which event?  Truthfully, where is your attendance recorded?

Let’s get personal - Do YOU hear the words of the Lord Jesus Christ? Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”  Understand?  Or - Are YOU masquerading as does your father, the master of the “Deception Waltz”?  Take alarm, the music will soon end, and the unmasking is near!

What will be discovered of YOU at the mid night hour?

Is It Worth The Risk?

From the Pastor: Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

When the disciples were tossed to and fro in the midst of the stormy sea in the darkness of 3 a.m., the Lord Jesus went to them walking on the sea.  As the Lord approached they cried out in fear supposing him to be a spirit or something worse.  The Lord Jesus knowing their fears announced that it was He that their fears might be calmed.  Then, the Apostle Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.  And he (Jesus) said, Come.” (Read:  Matt. 14:22-33)  

Now, the question is: “Is it worth the RISK?”
When Shadrack, Meshack, and Abed-nego refused to bow down to the image of Nebuchadnezzar, they were brought before him to be questioned.  Hence, they were ordered: “if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?” (Read: Daniel 3)  

The question is: “Is it worth the RISK?”

When David saw and heard the giant Goliath put fear into the army of Israel, he questioned: “for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  For this his eldest brother spoke to him in great anger.  To this David replied: “What have I now done?  Is there not a cause?”  Then young David volunteered to meet the giant’s challenge.  With five smooth stones and a sling, “David hastened, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine.” (Read: I Samuel 17)

The question is: “Is it worth the RISK?”

The Apostle Paul wrote: “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” (Read: Eph. 6:10-18)
The question is: “Is it worth the RISK?”

Life in general is not without its risks.  Real Christianity is certainly not without its share of risks.  The question is: Is there enough reason within you to validate taking those risks set before every believer?  Is the blood bought salvation, the forgiveness of sin, the indwelling Spirit, and eternal life worthy of YOU risking faithfulness?

Where There Is No Vision

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Where there is no vision, the people perish...” (Prov. 29:18)  This is a text that is frequently used out of its context.  First, let us understand, it does not mean: “if you do not create a visionary goal for your church, it will fall apart.”  The preachers of the Lord Jesus Christ already have a goal: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”  Has this goal been reached?  If not, why look for another one?  This has always been and must always be the number one focus for every preacher and scriptural church.  

The word “vision” used in this text from the Hebrew is in reference to prophecy.  Biblically speaking, prophecy is a message from God that is supernaturally revealed.  It is the messenger of God under inspiration delivering the message of God.  It may or may not contain a revelation of some future event.  It is simply, “Thus saith the LORD God...” It is taking hold of and comprehending that which cannot be seen by the carnal eye.  It is perceived by revelation from the Spirit of God by the spiritual man. The Holy Spirit unveils for those that are the sons of God the mind of God. The Holy Spirit teaches by “comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”   Read I Cor. 2:9-14.  

The word “perish” carries the idea of the people “becoming unrestrained.”  Where there is no Spirit filled message of “Thus saith the LORD God,” the people will become unrestrained in their sins, doing what their carnal wicked imaginations conjure up.  It is the inspired Word of God, taught by His messengers under the power of the Holy Spirit, which keeps spiritual men restrained in the righteousness of God.  If it were not so, all mankind would be condemned because spiritual sight comes with spiritual birth. (John 3:3)  If one cannot see, it is because he has no life in him.  If he is not restrained from sin unto righteousness, it is because he has not the Spirit of God in him.  

The idea also is that if a society exists where there is no Spirit-filled preaching of the Word of God, no message of “Thus sayeth the LORD God,” no revelation of the mind of God, then that society will become unrestrained in their sins before God.  The best help every believer could give his generation is to demand the absolute preaching and teaching of the pure Word of God from his preacher and church.  Unrestrained societies are the result of restrained preaching!

What Sayest Thou of Thyself?

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

The Pharisees sent certain men questioning John the Baptist: “Who art thou?  that we may give an answer to them that sent us.  What sayest thou of thyself?” (Jn. 1:22)  Great question!

The Pharisees were “THE” religious leaders of the age.  John wasn’t “one of us”; he was somewhat strange in his appearance, in his methodology, and in his message, so the religious “Pooh-bahs” of the day demanded accountability.  “Who do you think you are confronting us with such a message as this?”  “...And besides, look at the way you are dressed; who authorized you to flaunt such unprofessional madness?”  “Just who do you think you are speaking of spiritual things without our approval?”  “How dare you to be so presumptuous in thwarting our authority?”  “We didn’t ordain you to do this!”

John’s reply: “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ...as said the prophet Esaias.” (Jn. 1:23)  John told these priests and Levites that he was the one of whom Isaiah prophesied; he was the one foreordained of God to prepare the way of the Messiah.  John the Baptist’s calling and anointing was not of man, but of God.  His message and work was not of the religious system, nor did he seek for its approval.  John’s Divine appointment was to prepare the way of Messiah, to make straight the highway of God.  John was to make abundantly clear the way of righteousness that had become obscured in the traditions of men.  He was to set the course straight, not turning to the left or to the right, but clearing it of all obstacles and hindrances.  There must be no doubt - Messiah has come!  Messiah’s way is the way of righteousness! Therefore, repent and be immersed giving an outward profession of an inward truth, “all my sins have been washed away!”  “Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.” (Mt. 3:8) 

What did John have to say for himself?  “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness...” I am doing exactly what the living God ordained me to do, to be a voice bellowing out the witness of the Messiah in this wilderness of sin and ungodliness!  

Now, What do you have to say for YOURSELF?  Do you know Jesus as the Messiah?  Are you bellowing out the witness of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ?  Just what do you have to say of the life you now live?  Are you fulfilling YOUR calling before God?

Tears and Precious Seed

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” (Ps. 126: 5-6)  “Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears... I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, ... Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Acts 20:19-21)  

It is the passion and the compassion of the implanted precious seed that motivates one to go forth into the fields of the world to sow the seed and to anticipate a bountiful harvest.  The love of the Word of God is a passion of the heart and spirit of true believers.  It is as the Psalmist wrote:  “How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”(Ps. 119:103)  Nothing in this world feeds and satisfies the spirits of the saints, as do those precious words from the mind of God.  The Seed takes root in the children of God, and by nature germinates, grows, and produces fruits of the Spirit.  It fervently desires to multiply its kind.  

This fervent desire gives birth to heart-tugging compassion toward those who are ignorant of the blessedness of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They have eyes to see but cannot see; they have ears to hear but cannot hear.  Yet, God graciously uses the tears of compassion mixed with the precious Seed to bring life and growth to some hearts harder than granite stone.  Amazingly, the tears of saints never do soften some hearts, and the precious Seed never takes root.  Then, there are those, like me, who seem to be the most unworthy to be the gracious recipients of divine intervention unto life eternal.  It is the passion of compassion that causes the sower to sow this precious Seed mingled with his tears.  By grace, it is the most effective method of sowing heavenly seed in hopeless fields.  Tears upon the altar of God give life to blessed hope where there was once no chance of hope.

One cannot sow seed that he does not have; and what is not sown cannot take root unto life.  How will the lost ever hear of repentance towards God and faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ if no one ever holds these truths to be so precious that he mixes them with tears and casts them into the field for harvest?  Will YOU sow in tears?

It Is Time!

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.”(Hosea 10:12)  

The term “fallow ground” refers to that ground which has been left uncultivated, untrained, or inactive.  In our text it is referring to the deteriorated spiritual condition of Israel, “because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.”(Hosea 4:1)  Israel had every opportunity and every spiritual necessity at its disposal to have a very productive heaven-filled spiritual relationship with the living God; but they neglected and refused all that was afforded to them.  Sounds like the “believers” of this generation, doesn’t it?  Why in a time of such bountiful blessings do the saints ignore God the most?  Have the blessings of God created spoiled brats of us?

Once again the cry is going forth from Mt. Zion, echoing the age-old words of the prophet, “it is time to seek the LORD.”  In this era of such great abundance, there is a rampant deterioration of spiritual living.  The ground that should be bringing forth fruit unto Spirit-filled lives has been left uncultivated; it is grossly inactive.  Naturally, therefore, only weeds and thorns of heartbreaks are the fruits of those who have been afforded all the graces and blessings of God.  Sadly, only a few seem to hear the cry of the heavens.  It is now well into the season of breaking up uncultivated and inactive ground, and it is time to labor for a harvest through His grace and mercy.  Yea, it is indeed past time to give ourselves to an earnest seeking of the LORD.  

However, one needs to understand that no mere sloppy attempt will please the Father.  There must be a consistent and persistent plowing, sowing, and cultivating.  There must be absolute faithfulness in seeking the harvest through God’s bountiful mercies.  One must “keep on keeping on.”  How long?  As it is written, “till he come and rain righteousness upon you.”  If we desire the fruits of His mercies, then we must be persistent and faithful in plowing the ground, planting, and cultivating that we may “reap in mercy.”  We must grow in His grace and in His knowledge.  It is time to seek the LORD until He rains righteousness upon us!  How long?  We must be steadfast until His righteousness comes pouring upon us!

Where Your Treasure Is

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Matt. 6:19-21)  

The word “treasure” is defined as that which is greatly valued, or that which is powerfully cherished.  But, what is that which has the greatest eternal value?  What is that which is so cherished that all the powers of heaven and earth are moved?  What is so precious that the everlasting God of all creation treasures even unto the shedding of His blood?  It is written: “...the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” (Acts 20:28)  With all of God’s creation laid bare before Him, God in unfathomable grace looks upon a certain number of all the ages and purposes to purchase them out of condemnation at the price of His own blood!  If the church of God is so greatly valued and so powerfully cherished that He willingly purchased it with His own blood, what do you suppose is the greatest treasure of all the ages and eternity?  Beyond any doubt, God considers His church the most valuable jewel of the eternal ages.  

This now brings the question to each of us: “If I am truly a blood purchased possession, what is the one thing that I should above all greatly value and powerfully cherish?”  Now, the Lord Jesus Christ said, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  If the church purchased by the blood of the living God is also our treasure as it is His, where do you suppose our hearts would be?  Seeing that God is willing to sacrifice His own blood for the price of our purchase, what are we willing to sacrifice for the One who has purchased us?  Is there anything He could ask of us that would be too much?

Many feel the pastor of the Lord’s blood-bought church begs too much of them.  But, the pastor is not in the position to beg; he is in the position to teach.  He is to unveil for your discovery the greatest treasure of God’s heart and to have your heart equally consumed with the blood-bought church of the living God.  If the Lord’s church were our treasure, would we not spend more effort towards the treasury?

Tempting the Holy Spirit of God

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “...Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost,  ...  thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. ...  Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?” (Acts 5:3,4,9)  

The word “tempt” as used in this passage means to put to test with an ill intent.  When Ananias and Sapphira agreed to lie, their ill intent was to put to test the Holy Spirit of God.  They set out to masquerade before the church of the Lord as being great because they had sacrificed much in their giving.  The sum of money was not the issue, but lying to the Holy Spirit by pretense was the issue.  They were putting to test the reality of God, the omniscience of God, and the swift judgment of God.  They were putting to test the Holy Spirit of God with the ill intent to purposely deceive the pastor and the church.

There are many who attach themselves to a church for “just in case” reasons.  They are not totally sure there is a God, but “just in case” they will step into the role.  They do not believe He is really omniscient; or they think, “well, He will understand.”  Of course, since “He understands,” His long-suffering will automatically grant endless opportunities for us to have second chances.  Oh, let us not forget, “He is a God of great love; He would not harm anybody.”  Because they have yet to comprehend the reality of God, they press forward in their pretenses and lies, testing the Holy Spirit of God in the midst of His blood-bought church.  Besides, no one will ever know.

With wicked hearts these pretenders conceive lies to cover up their evil tempting of the Holy Spirit.  They may believe it is only a meager pretense before the church, but God considers it to be an outright lie to His face.  God weighs it as an ill-intended test of His holiness, truthfulness, and righteousness.  God purchased the church with His own blood and, thus, does not consider the masquerading as a small matter.  God in His long-suffering may give a space of time for repentance, but He will not hold guiltless the unrepentant liars.  Pretense in the house of God has an evil intent against its Master.  God cannot and will not hold guiltless those that flaunt their masks in the midst of His church, because the intents of their hearts are fabricated and rooted in a lie.  Pretense is an evil test of the holiness of God!  

One Thing

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

The psalmist David wrote: “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.” (Ps. 27:4)  

The term “one thing” as used in this text carries with it the idea of being the “one and only” or the “foremost and dominant” thing.  Thus, David was saying that his foremost and dominant pleading of the LORD, and the primary quest of his life, was to dwell in the house of the LORD that he may behold His beauty and seek His will.  His desire was not for an occasional attendance, whether he needed it or not; rather his request of God was for that special relationship which would cause him to have a passion to meet with Him in His designated meeting place every day of his life.  David understood that it would be in this “God designated” location that the Father would intimately unveil His marvelous glory.  David also knew it would be in the midst of these cherished rendezvous God would reveal His will and purpose for him.  David craved a greater and a closer personal relationship with the living God, Creator of the heavens and the earth.

The word “dwell” here has the thought of lingering or waiting patiently.  It was not the mere going to the house of God that David craved.  David yearned for that Divine encounter which would require of him a higher level of lingering and waiting on God to unveil Himself.  God will not be rushed to instantaneousness.  Spiritual hungering for the beauty and the direction of God WILL patiently wait upon the LORD at His designated location to be filled up.  David had no desire to argue with God; rather his desire was to know more of God.

The great tragedy of man is that he expects an instant response from God of his wants without having to go the designated location for an intimate rendezvous. The animalistic nature seeks instant gratification, but the spiritual nature seeks to know God in His time.  The spiritual man will never be satisfied with a distant chance passing of the LORD.  The saint’s supreme desire is summed up in “one thing,” “that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.”  What is the “ONE” overwhelming desire of your heart?

Is There Not a Cause?

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

When David saw the battle at a standoff because of the giant Goliath, he questioned, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  This questioning kindled the anger of his eldest brother causing him to rail upon David.  In response to Eliab’s ranting and raving, David confronted him with two valid questions: “What have I now done?” and  “Is there not a cause?”

First: “What have I now done?”  Was it wrong for David to know the reason for the standoff?  Was it wrong for him to question why the enemies of God have provoked the armies of the living God to cower down amongst the rocks in terror?  Was it wrong for him to inquire of the root of this unwarranted fear?  Eliab and the armies were angry not because of the questions, but because of their wounded pride and conscience.  There was no heavenly justification for their lack of action; this question brought upon them a cutting Holy Spirit conviction.  It is amazing how many folk get upset when someone wants to get off the “seat of do nothing” and do something.

Second:  “Is there not a cause?”  Now, here is the crowning bone of contention!  Is there any cause, reason, motivation, inspiration, or incentive that ought to provoke the armies of the living God to abandon their cowardliness in favor of a fiery bold courageous onslaught into battle?  Young David was infuriated at the absence of bravery to purpose in the midst of the elect of God.  How could they look upon their families and not find cause and reason to enter the battle?  How could they look upon the promises of God and not be motivated or past victories and not find inspiration?  Could they not find any incentive to straighten the back, move the feet, and stir the passions of war against the enemies of the living God?  Was there not even one action provoking purpose that they could cling to?  Had they lost sight of the “cause” of God?  Had they forgotten the face and hand of God?

Oh, what a heart-wrenching sadness it is to find the elect of the Almighty LORD of host cowering down in their hiding places.  The eternal battle is roaring, but the elect are consumed with other distractions.  The absence of commitment to bravery and to purpose of cause is still the prevailing posture of the day.  Is there not one cause that provokes YOU into the roaring battle?  GOD, HELP US!!!!!!!

On Eagles’ Wings

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself.” (Ex. 19:4)
It is wrong to assume that the only reason God brought the nation of Israel out of Egypt was to free them so they could dwell happily ever after in the Promised Land.  This verse is very explicit if one listens accurately.  God freed them from the bondage of Egyptian influence and removed them out of Egypt to bring them to Himself.  In other words, the Israelites were burdened with the overpowering influences of Egyptian paganistic worships, and in their weakness they drifted away from the only true and living God.  The plagues were not so much to convince the Egyptians as they were to convince the Israelites there was a greater God than all the gods of Egypt.

The term “I bare you on eagles’ wings” discloses the sovereign ability of God to soar above all the brutish strength of the Egyptian mighty dynasty.  They were no match for heaven’s King of king, and LORD of lords.  Now, the reason for the display of His sovereignty was to bring them unto Himself.  That is, He brought them out of the straw pits and out of the depths of spiritual darkness for the express purpose of establishing a peculiar and heaven fashioned relationship with them.  God brought them out to be face to face with Him.  God in His sovereignty scooped Israel from the miry clay, and upon the Holy wings of His breath they are soared upward to His holy mountain, far away from the scum and filth of Egypt for a blessed encounter with the eternal “I AM that I AM.”  God brought them out to firmly establish an intimate spiritual relationship, which had to be built upon the fact that He, and He alone, is the only SOVEREIGN ETERNAL GOD, their only hope and their only salvation.  It was imperative for them to know beyond any doubt that there is no other god but the LORD.  Hear, O Israel, the LORD thy God is one LORD!

God by the power of His might snatches His elect out of the clutches of spiritual death and darkness.  He carries them from the bondage of the sin pits, soaring them upward upon the holy wings of SOVEREIGN GRACE unto HIMSELF.  Why?  That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His GRACE!! (Eph. 2:7)

A Gift to the Church

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written in the Scriptures: “...When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. ... And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: ... That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love...”(Eph. 4:8,11-12,14-15)  

In this age there is a gross misconception concerning preachers and pastors.  Far too many churches are of the opinion that if they hire the preacher they are in control of him and what he preaches.  In other words, they feel they own him, and he is to be the servant of the church.  This is not only an awful misconception; it is also a vulgar and grievous sin against God.  

The term “the man of God” means exactly that; the preacher is God’s possession.  If man or the church owns him, he is not “of God.”  The plain truth of the matter is that the preacher belongs to God.  If God so pleases to place his preacher in the care of a church, it is because God is giving a gift to that church.  He is not transferring ownership; rather God is, by design, graciously placing His gift in the church for a particular purpose.  It is “for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”

The reason the pastor is to do these things is “that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine.”  The gift from God is graciously placed in the church for the benefit of spiritual stability of the church.  Yet, it is amazing how many church folk feel the pastor is placed in their church so that they can set him straight, or so that he can be the venting of their abuse as they disobey the Word of God.  Rarely do churches recognize and appreciate God’s gift to them; such a rarity is a treasure indeed.  The man, though a mere human, is filled with the gift of God, which makes him a heavenly gift to the church.  He is not perfect, and he is not to be put on a pedestal.  Why do you think some churches lack this gift?  Do you treat your pastor as a gift from God?

The Agenda of God

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

When the Apostles found themselves overwhelmed with “doings,” they “called the multitude of the disciples unto them and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve table. ... But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:2,4)  

God’s men always face the dilemma of choosing to aid the flock in everyday matters, or to give themselves to prayer, study, and the ministry of the Word.  The kindness of their hearts makes them extremely vulnerable to every desire of those in their care.  The problem with this is that it is not always God’s agenda.  If the pastor, out of a love for his people, strives to fulfill every demand, he is neglecting the purpose to which God called him.  The apostles clearly taught that it is not reasonable for pastors to leave the Word of God to satisfy the passions of carnal men.  The man of God’s calling is charged with the spiritual, not the carnal.  The spiritual must ever be his priority.

Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ...  Preach the word...”. (II Tim. 4:1,2)  He also told him to “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (II Tim. 2:15)  If a preacher is running about doing everything else that church members desire of him, then he is not doing what God requires of him.  By God’s mandate, preachers are to give themselves to prayer, to study of the Word of God, and to the ministering of the Word of God. The pastor’s main concerns are of heavenly design and purpose.  They are not optional; they are holy directives.

When a church and pastor fail to get on God’s agenda, they are bringing injury to their obedience to the Father.  God’s agenda is eternal in nature and must by necessity concern itself with eternal matters.  The agenda of God’s man must be God’s agenda.  If a church is really of God, they must insist upon following God’s mandate. It is not reasonable before God for His pastors to leave His holy Word to satisfy the endless expectancies of others.  This does not mean the pastor is deficient in compassion.  Simply, the preacher is charged before God with eternal matters of the soul; and he is not at liberty to leave God’s agenda of prayer, study, and the ministry of the Word.  

Forgive Me This Wrong

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “ For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be that I my self was not burdensome to you?  forgive me this wrong.” (II Cor. 12:13)  

A pastor wrongs a church if he fails to teach them God’s plan for taking care of God’s gift.  Sadly, this is a fearful task for every pastor.  Generally, when pastors attempt to reveal God’s plan, many church members are outraged and declare the “little money grubber” has fallen off the deep end for “the love of filthy lucre.”  Few recognize the wrong he does to the church, and the sin he commits against God if he refuses teach them the whole counsel of God on this subject.  The flock because of this “wrong” abuses far too many shepherds.

Apostle Paul addressed this problem in a letter to the Corinthians: “...have not we power to forbear working?  Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charge? ...  If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? ...Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” (Read:  I Cor. 9:1-14)  

Paul asked: Do we not have the authority from God not to work in the secular world?  Do soldiers go to war paying their own way, not receiving wages?  Do not the Holy Scriptures reveal your responsibility to provide and care for God’s gift to you?  Is it such a mega problem for you to take care of the pastor’s carnal needs, since he is given to you to sow spiritual things?  It is not that the preacher is not laboring, for Paul asks, “are not ye my work in the Lord?”  The pastor’s labor is not fleshly in nature; it is spiritual and it is eternal.  He cares for your eternal soul!  Do you not care for his carnal needs?

A church that knows it is their duty to take care of their pastor, yet refuses to obey God is doomed for failure.  Yes, many will say, “we can’t afford to do any better,” that is to say, “God can’t afford to do any better.”  Paul wrote to Timothy, “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.” (I Tim. 5:17)  Paul said the church was inferior to other churches because, “I myself was not burdensome to you.”  Then he asks the church, “Forgive me this wrong”!!!!  It is wrong for a pastor not to teach it, and for a church not to practice it!

Not Without Honor, Except

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house.” (Mk. 6:4)  

When the Lord Jesus went back to his own country, into the midst of his own people with whom he grew up, he encountered a stiff resistance and rejection.  They mocked him saying, “From whence hath this man these things?  and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands?  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, ... And they were offended at him.” (Mk. 6:2,3)  The home folk and the relatives encountered the Son of God, and they didn’t know what to make of it all.  So, they took offense, resisted, and refused to believe.  If this happened to Jesus, is it surprising that it happens to his ministers?  This ought not to be!

Most kinfolk and acquaintances can accept the fact that the sinner can be saved.  They also are able to believe God can change the sinner from ungodliness to godliness, but this is usually the extent of their acceptance of the power of God over that “rotten sinner.”  For some strange reason they are able to accept a total stranger as a “man of God,” but when they view that “SINNER” they cannot see beyond his past, though forgiven, to the grace and power of God upon him.  They have an extremely difficult time believing he is a man God would call and use.  They boast, “I remember when.... and I can’t believe God would call him.”  Sad, but it is ever so true of every man of God that has ever been called.  Folks are blinded by the old man; they are unable to see the new creature of divine nature.  A stranger has no “in-your-face” visible past; this makes it easier for folks to accept him as the “Man sent by God.”  As a result, great blessings are missed.

Home folk, near family, and in-home family inflict mega heartbreaks upon God’s man when they refuse to accept God’s calling upon him.  They can accept almost anyone else being called of God, but ...HIM?  This rejection is magnified in their negative attitudes and lack of holy respect toward him.  Yet, he is still “God’s man” because God has consecrated him unto Himself.  The home folk did not honor Jesus, and a preacher will never be honored by his either.  He cannot do mighty works among them, for they will not believe his calling.

Root of Bitterness

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;” (Heb. 12:14-15) The Psalmist wrote: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Ps. 133:1)  

The word “fail” in the above passage is in the sense of “lacking, missing, or coming short of.”  Every believer is instructed to set a vigilant watch, or guard, to protect against the unholy works of those who lack the grace of God.  Those deficient in the grace of God are usually the root and source of bitterness in the midst of the brethren.  It was so with the pretender Simon in Acts 8.  Concerning the gift of God, Peter told him, “Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, ...  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.” (Acts 8:22,23)
The root of Simon’s bitterness was that he lacked the grace of God, the absence of the new birth out of the Holy Spirit.  He lusted for holiness, but his heart was not right with God.  Simon joined the religious movement, but he lacked the moving of God upon the deadness of his soul.  He was religious, but he was not alive; this gave root to an extreme bitterness in his soul.  It was as a serpent’s venom burning within him, striking out at every one with life.  It is the serpent’s innate nature to inject poison when it feels threatened. 

When grace meets grace among the brethren, there is the absence of the serpent’s venom.  It is a blessing when the brethren dwell together in gracious unity.  Love, peace, and unity in a church are dependent upon the fullness of grace.  When there are shortcomings of saving grace amongst the professors, there will certainly be bitter divisions.  Bitterness can only take root where there is no grace to hinder it.  The saving grace of God is a sure antidote for bitter souls.  When grace overwhelms a congregation, the root of bitterness finds no fertile ground to plant itself.  It flees to take root where there is no shield of grace to prevent its growth.  Grace smothers the root of bitterness.  Brethren, watch and pray for more GRACE!!!

Spent Out for Your Souls

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth:  “And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.” (II Cor. 12:15)  An expanded look at “be spent for you” from the Greek would read, “be spent out on the behalf of the souls of you.”

A true pastor’s heart is fixed upon the eternal, not the temporal.  It is the nature of his calling for the mundane to fade into the background and for the spiritual to dominate his heart and thoughts.  The pastor’s focus and motivation must be upon the needs of his flock’s eternal souls more than upon the needs of their temporal flesh.  This does by no means insinuate that he does not care.  It simply and genuinely reveals the pastor’s passion for his flock to have a holy relationship with the Father.  This is God’s intended design of a pastor.  Every true pastor is constantly burdened with eternal consequences.

Apostle Paul taught Timothy that “the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;” (II Tim. 2:24,25) Lost men and rebellious believers are in opposition to their own eternal souls and well being.  They are in extreme spiritual danger.  A true pastor is willing to be spent out physically and spiritually for the benefit of their souls coming into a right relationship with the Eternal Father.  A price is always extracted from a pastor who cares for his flock.  Usually the price is much higher than most church members realize and more than most men willing to pay.  How does one put a price on the eternal souls of men?  A pastor holds the souls of the men of much greater value than other men regard them to be.

A shepherd gives his life for the sheep of the Lord Jesus.  Yet, the sheep rarely recognize the dedication and commitment of their pastor as he bows before God on their behalf.  Now, it is written: “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” (Heb. 13:17)  Many pastors suffer under the weight of lost and rebellious souls. Your pastor cares for your eternal soul!  Do you?

Only Our Duty

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

In the parable of a good servant, Jesus said: “So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.” (Lk. 17:10)  

Human nature, being what it is, demands recognition, even if its deeds are evil.  This is a marked defining line between the carnal and the spiritual.  The carnal nature of man starves for self-glorification, while the heaven born spiritual nature strives to glorify God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  One who must constantly be fed recognition to continue in the way of righteousness steals that which does not belong to him.  All real glory belongs to God; “self” must be lost in giving glory to God.  Honest obedience to the Word and the will of God is done with the thought of “it’s only our duty, for only He is worthy.”  The believer gives himself to faithful service so that the Master might be glorified and find no more motivation than love for duty.

If one’s life is spent in the service of the Lord and Master, it is merely spent in doing his just duties.  Duty to the Father demands no special acknowledgments.  Doing one’s duty is expected of faithful servants.  To serve as a living sacrifice that is acceptable unto God is no more and no less than the believer’s reasonable service. (Rom. 12:1)  Not to do so is to be unreasonable, and it is to be an evil servant.  To do what is commanded is to do one’s duty.  Perhaps the atmosphere in the assembly of saints would change if “serving hidden personal agendas” would change to the fulfilling of one’s duty unto the LORD.  Being king of the mountain is so insignificant in the shadow of the King of kings upon Mt. Zion.  There is only one King in the kingdom. 

Duty can either be slavery in the darkest of dungeons because of the lustful pride of the heart, or it can be a celebration of joys because of the love of the heart for the Master.  Burdens become menial tasks when yoked with heavenly love.  Duty is a matter of the heart!  The greater love one has for the King of kings, the greater celebration of joys he has for every opportunity to faithfully complete his duty in fullness of glory to the LORD!  Duty with honor is always the mark of a good and faithful servant.  To some, “duty” is a harsh demanding word; but for those in love with Jesus, it is a blessed opportunity.

Wake Yourselves Up!

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” (Rom. 13:11, read vs. 11-14)  “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” (II Tim. 3:1)  

There is little doubt among honest Bible students that mankind is being hurdled toward the Tribulation era.  Men are waxing worse and worse.  Each new generation seems to take a deeper and more frightful plunge into the abyss of sin.  Seemingly, fewer and fewer have a holy disposition of conscience before the eternal God and everlasting Judge.  The coming judgment is viewed as a phantom mythical folklore by the masses.  “They have been saying that for centuries, and there ain’t no such thing; besides, we are too educated now to believe ignorant tales.”  Behold, it is the fulfilling of the Holy Word of God!

The Apostle Paul could recognize the waywardness of the human race even in his day and thus the God-breathed warning “that now it is high time to awake out of sleep.”  Because we are able to perceive the evil times in which we live, we are to wake ourselves up out of our slumbering stupor, take alarm, put on the armor of light and walk in all holy living.  The saints are to stop sleeping in the midst of the darkness of sin and give diligence to shine forth the light of the glorious gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Yes, the world is corrupt, but it is no excuse to sleep on our most holy watch.  Sound the alarm!  Awake!  Awake!  Get yourselves to the walls, for we are in the darkest portions of the night, and the light of a new day is over the horizon!  It is in this darkest of darkness that the enemies of God shall rage in great fierceness to prevent the dawning of the heavenly light.  Let him that hath eyes to see, see what Paul could see, and wake yourself up and rally to the watchman’s cry!  With all holy endeavors “put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ”!

Time is at hand, wash your eyes with the Word of God and awake unto righteousness; serve the living God.  By death or by life our salvation is truly nearer than when we believed. But, until we are snatched away in the glory of God, there is a battle to fight.  We are not in the “good ole days,” we are not in the “sweet by and by,” we are in the “nasty now and now”; so wake up and do something! 
A Heart That Yearns for Souls

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “ But when he (Jesus) saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd.” (Matt. 9:36)  

It is a rare thing indeed to find anyone who is moved by that holy grace of compassion for lost souls.  History speaks of few men and women who in days gone by were moved with such a divine passion for the salvation of souls.  Multitudes have come and gone throughout the fifty generations since the Redeemer of souls walked upon the face of the earth, but the numbers of those who have felt heaven’s heart beating within their bosom have been relatively few and far between.  Lamentably, the numbers are dwindling at an alarming rate.  Few are moved at the preaching of the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and even fewer are moved with heaven’s compassion for the lost.  Lust for material security has replaced sweet rest in the security of the Father’s hand.  Rare indeed it is to find one moved by holy grace and divine passion for the lost sheep with little to no thought of the personal cost.  It is a heart that yearns for souls by His grace.

The psalmist David wrote: “I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.” (Ps. 142:4)  Wrongful understanding of the Doctrines of Grace leads to Pharisee-ism.  Rightful understanding humbles the heart and stirs divine passions with a relentless craving to speak of God’s grace to the lost.  It does not self indulge in the selection of the elect; rather it is moved by a heaven wrought yearning for all whom the eyes behold.  Heaven’s compassion is not reasonable by human standards; it is merciful by heaven’s decree.  It is a sad journey indeed that does not experience God’s saving grace in others.

It is written: “He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed...” (Ps. 126:6)  What do you suppose causes one to be moved and go forth into the fields?  What moves one to that passionate desire to seek the salvation of the lost?  When looking upon the masses, what causes the heart to flood with holy tears?  What causes one to say, “Here am I, Father, send me”?  It is that special holy work of grace upon the heart!  It is the divine gift of seeing what Jesus saw and feeling the heartbeat of His compassion.  It is the gift of heaven’s LOVE.

The Common Thread

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

There is one common thread that flows consistently through the whole Bible, and it binds all true believers to the eternal truth and bosom of the everlasting God.  It is written: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20)  There are seven facts in this common thread that binds all believers as one in Christ.

1.  I am crucified with Christ

2.  Nevertheless I live

3.  Yet not I

4.  Christ liveth in me

5. The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 

     Son of God

6.  The Son of God loved me

7.  The Son of God gave himself for me

Subtract any one of these truths and you will be found void of the new creature born of God.  From the very beginning God instructed the necessity of the blood of the Lamb, and all the sacrifices of old were a shadow of the Christ of God.  Miss this fact and you have missed the heart of the Holy Breathed Word of God.  All seven of these factors are the very life of Christ-likeness.  You cannot be a heaven wrought “Christian” without the complete sum of these seven.

Examine each of these truths in light of the Holy Scriptures, and through the eyes of the Holy Spirit you will see the validity of each from Genesis to the Revelation.  You will see: The Son loved all who were given to Him before the foundation of the world. He sacrificed Himself upon the cross to purchase them with His blood, which He took beyond the veil to the Mercy Seat of the Father.  We are dead to sin in the Christ; and we are alive to righteousness in the Christ.  Yes, we are alive in this world, but it is the Christ that lives in us and through us.  The life each believer lives is by the faith of the Son of God and in the faith of the Son of God.  This passage is the common thread of all the saints.  It is the very heart of what true salvation is; and it is the evidence of one having been saved by His grace.

By This All Men Know

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” (Jn. 13:34-35)   

The heavenly grace of brotherly love has all but been lost over the last few generations.  The terms Brother and Sister are still in religious use, but the nature of the terms seems to be clouded by the esteem of “ME.” “ME” has become more important than “OTHERS.”  Yet, the grace of brotherly love does not focus on “ME”; its interest is for the “BRETHREN.”  Love for the Brethren is not only a heavenly grace; it is also a commandment given by the Lord Jesus Christ.  The commandments of the Lord are not grievous to the saints.  True brotherly love transcends the human nature, for it is of the Spirit, not of the flesh.  It comes from the bosom of the Father.

Honest brotherly love is one identifying characteristic of being a real disciple of the Son of God.  Love of the brethren pays tribute to the Lord of the brotherhood of the saints.  It is an outward display of the love of the Father, which makes up the disposition of His children.  To act otherwise is to deny the very personality of the new creature, which is born out of the Spirit and purified by the blood of the Lamb.  Being “Brethren” is a matter of the divine new birth, not a matter of human covenant agreements, doctrines, and denominations.  Brothers and Sisters in Christ love each other because they are born out of the same blood, Spirit, and Father – the sons of God.

Jesus said: “...love one another; as I have loved you...” Have you been a recipient of the love of Jesus?  If not, then you have no obligation to love the Brethren; but if you have, you are commanded of the Lord to love the Brethren.  Are you guilty of obeying the Lord?

Jesus also said: “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples.” Men are frequently able to see beyond masquerading hypocrites, which is why a lot of folks have no desire to be counted among the “Christian” ranks.  It is authentic brotherly love that captivates the attention of all men as they behold the expressed love of God.  Now, what do all men know of YOU?  Whose disciple do all men perceive YOU to be?  Remember, heavenly love loves heavenly!

To Give or Not To Give?

This is the Question!

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Every believer is persistently faced with the question of giving.  The personal opinion of the preacher will just not do when it comes to the saint’s pocket book.  The preacher does not give the command, and the preacher does not fulfill the promises; that is God’s business.  So, let us hear what God has to say, “...Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts.  But ye said, Wherein shall we return?  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.  But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings.  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of host, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” (Mal. 3:7-10)  These are not the words of the preacher, nor are they the words of the church; they are the words of the living God.  Any argument concerning them is an argument against God, not the preacher or the church. 

The simple fact is, no man upon the face of the earth can force you to be “freely willing” to return tithes and offerings unto the LORD God.  This is a matter of the heart and spirit!  Truthfully, the condition of your love relationship with the Father will determine your willingness.   When one honestly loves God there is no question of “IF?” or “HOW MUCH?”  It is only out of wicked human reasoning that thieves purpose to rob God!!  One’s actual relationship with the Father determines the depth of his obedience.  A rebellious child seeks to rationalize his thievery of God’s money; but it is no more than a feeble attempt at self-deception.  To steal that which belongs to God invites the curse of God.  “Thou shalt not steal” refers to that which is God’s as well as what is man’s.  Some say, “I cannot afford to give tithes and offering.”  God says, “You cannot afford not to.”  The curse of God will extract a far greater price than the portion of tithes and offerings.  If you find yourself questioning the validity of God’s words, take alarm, for it is the root of rebellion springing up.  For the faithful, “to give or not to give” is a “no-brainer”!!!

Faithful Until Death

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “...be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Rev. 2:10)  The word “faithful” when used in reference to people means someone on whom others may rely.  Hence, Jesus is telling them to be someone that can be relied upon until death.  The saints of God are to be dependable in the things of God.  Crowns require steadfastness until the day of death, that is, reliable today and every day of the saint’s life.  

For some folks reliabeness is a matter of when it is convenient for “me.”  But it is an amazing thing; God usually demands our faithfulness when it is not convenient.  Faithfulness, more often than not, requires sacrifice.  Every heavenly crown is obtained only after lifelong struggles of surrendering to self-denying events.  Sadly, there are not many folks that can be relied upon in the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Few will commit themselves to being faithful to God, to the Lord Jesus, and to the Lord’s church.  One will not be reliable in the Lord’s work if he will not fully commit himself to its completion.

The Apostle Paul said: “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth, there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness...” (II Tim. 4:7,8)  Paul was faithful until death. God could rely upon Paul to serve Him and to keep the faith.  Paul did not waver in his service, and he did not compromise the Word to appease his fellow man so that his little feelings would not get hurt.  Paul was dependably steadfast in service and in doctrine.

When one is reliable until death in God’s service, he is worthy of the crown treasures of the heavens.  One whom God can rely upon is a jewel of jewels, maybe a diamond in the rough, but still a heavenly jewel.  It would be grand if the churches of the Lord were filled with holy dependable souls, but regretfully such jewels are rarities.  Real jewels conspicuously stand out among imitation stones, and their luster never dims with time.  God’s jewels are far above price.

Excuses create cracks in “wanta-be” jewels, each crack weakening it until the pretender crumbles.  Faithfulness requires a firm resolve to be a jewel that God and His church can rely upon to be committed to the cause of Christ until the day of death.  Will YOUR measure of faithfulness have the crown of life bestowed upon YOU?

The Forgotten Trail of Blood

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is amazing how quickly men forget when they are willing to compromise for their own selfish ends!  Do you remember the trail of martyrs’ blood that paid the price for securing the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ for your benefit?  Have you counted the cost in the lives of faithful saints so that you could feast upon the pure Word of God?

It is written: “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” (I Cor. 16:13)  Paul tells the believers to behave like men by standing fast in the faith.  I ask you, where are those “men of the faith” today?  It seems like the order of the day is to “wimp out” on the Lord.  Where are those who are willing to make a stand upon “Thus sayeth the Lord our God”?  Far too many of the saints have turned into spineless sissies.  Few stand for anything and are willing to compromise everything for the sake of harmony.

It is written of the first believers that were added to the church in Jerusalem:  “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine...” (Acts 2:42)  Most folks today are terrified by that word “doctrine,” primarily because it means they will have to stand for something.  They are afraid of being shunned by the mainstream populous, never caring that the mainstream is on the broad road to destruction.  Doctrine is the foundational truths that bind believers in a proper relationship with God.  Is it not written, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,”? (II Tim. 3:16)  

It is also written:  “...and having done all, to stand.  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth...” (Eph. 6:13,14)  In heavenly fashioned spiritual warfare, a believer is required to make a stand girded with Heaven’s Truths - behave like a man!

It is also written:  “...earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” (Jude 3)  The word “contend” means to strive in debate or controversy, argue, dispute.  There has been a trail of blood from Adam to this very day of those who stood like men for the truth that was once delivered unto us by the living God.  Our generation has grossly forgotten the trail of blood that brought unto us “THE FAITH” of the saint.  Have we forgotten the manly determination of the martyrs of old to stay the course?   Where are those who will behave like men of God by contending for the Faith?

Thanks Be unto God

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.” (II Cor. 9:15)  The word “unspeakable” in this passage means to be indescribable, words are not adequate to describe, and that the subject cannot be told out to its completed end.  

Honestly, how can one fully describe the sovereign grace of God that makes alive the dead out of trespasses and sin?  It is impossible!  There are not enough words to adequately convey to someone else the exact understanding of the grace of God shed abroad in the heart, which bring the lost to eternal salvation in the blood of Jesus.  How does one really explain in full this great salvation born out of the bosom of God?  When someone recognizes a change in you, how can you find the right words to tell him what it is like?  “Born again,” “rebirth,” and “new creature” - these are words you have to experience to know what they mean.  It’s like telling someone who has never been born what it is like to live in this world.  It cannot be done!  Just the thought of the eternal divine nature is too overwhelming.  The understanding of this thing called “grace” is unfathomable!

Now, the verse says, “Thanks be unto God.”  The question is, sincerely, how thankful are we for His unspeakable gift?  If you say you possess this unfathomable gift, where is the evidence of your thankfulness?  Are we as guilty as the hypocrites of whom Jesus said, “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.” (Matt. 15:8)  Are we just full of lip service, or has the gift of God’s grace really been experienced within?  It is hard to be thankful for what you have not experienced.  The new creature born out of the divine power of the Spirit of God cannot prevent the overwhelming outpouring of gratitude for the grace of heaven’s gift.  Thankfulness is not a matter of lip service; rather it is a matter of life itself.  

The words “sovereign grace” are easy words to speak, but speaking is not experiencing.  Experiencing His gift of grace leaves one lacking in words of adequate description but abundant in actions of thankfulness.  Real heart-spawned thankfulness is always searching for more and better ways to express itself towards the Giver of grace.  Is there hard evidence of God-ward thankfulness in your life?

Cheerfully Above and Beyond

From the Pastor: Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:” (II Cor. 9:6-8)  

The subject of the text is NOT the tithes and offerings which belong to the LORD and must be returned unto Him.  The subject is that which is “above and beyond” the amount that is required by God.  The reference of the text is to an extra giving for the needs of the saints and for the work of the ministry.  It is heaven’s special grace and burden upon the heart to provide for others, especially for those who strive to sow the precious seed of God’s Holy Word.  Is it not written: “How shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?  and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach, except they be sent?” (Rom. 10:14,15)  As you see, the need of the spreading of the Gospel is constantly before us.  But, who will give?

Likewise, it is also written: “Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;” (II Cor. 9:10) When you cheerfully out of your heart supply the means for the sower, God increases the fruits of your righteousness.  Isn’t it wonderful to know that by providing for the pastor and missionaries your fruits of righteousness are multiplied?  Enabling them to sow without hindrances multiplies the seed that is sown, and your gifts make it possible, which is as if you have been doing the sowing yourself.  Giving above and beyond is multiplying yourself into the fields.

The Scriptures teach that God promises every believer bountiful reaping, if he sows cheerfully and bountifully.  GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER!  The question is: how cheerful and bountiful is your giving “above and beyond” your tithes and offerings?  It is indeed a sweet sacrifice before God to have opportunities to give to the work of the ministry and to the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Steadfast Commitment

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Joshua told the nation of Israel, “...but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15)  

The sinfulness of our generation is abundantly manifested in its refusal to remain steadfast in a commitment unto the LORD.  Now, folks will commit to a thirty-year mortgage.  They will commit to a five-year or six-year car loan.  They will commit to putting a retirement aside for forty years.  They will commit to credit card payments.  They will commit to years of student loans for college.  They will commit to sports and hunting.  They will commit to television programs.  They will commit to jobs, clubs, organizations, and social events.  But, when it comes to God, the majority of mankind is a bunch of spineless jellyfish unable to make a decision or a commitment of faithfulness.  If their measure of faithfulness to worldly things were as it is unto God, the world would be in utter chaos.  Hum, maybe that is the problem.  The upheaval in the world is a product of a deficient committed faithfulness unto the LORD and His church.

The absence of a steadfast commitment unto the LORD is the reason personal lives and families are in such a devastated state of engulfing turmoil.  So many people’s faith is built upon the shifting sands of the world and not upon the solid Rock of the ages.  Worldly faith can have only a worldly commitment, and a heavenly faith can have only a heavenly commitment.  The problem is rooted in the absence of a personal salvation.  A false salvation has no loyalty to the heavenly Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  But, a true blood-bought salvation wrought of the sovereign grace of God must by its very nature live in faithfulness and loyalty to the Eternal God and the Lord of Glory.  The new divine creature is born with a divine backbone and is found steadfast in its commitment and loyalty to the heavenly Father.  So many homes are in such utter confusion because there is no salvation to bind them to a steadfast commitment unto God and His church.

Joshua is saying, go ahead and do whatever you want to do, but my family and I have given our loyalties and commitment to the only true and living God.  Perhaps, the root cause of your inability to commit is you have no heaven-wrought salvation.  A steadfast commitment to God begins with a Spirit-led life.  Who is leading you?

My Conscience, My Sorrow

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

“I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.  For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:” (Rom. 9:1-2)  Paul unveils the man of God’s incessant burden.  It is a matter of his conscience and of his heart to be heavy laden for the souls of men.

Most churchgoers do not understand the motivation or the torments of a Pastor that has been called of God and sent by God.  Most view the pastorship as a profession with only a four-hour workweek, some even envying the position.  The vast majority of folk looks upon it as just another job and treat God’s man as an expendable employee.  Most never consider the eternal weight that is upon a Pastor.  Most never comprehend the eternal ramifications of the duty that is set before him.  Most never realize the weight of men’s souls upon the conscience and heart of a real Pastor, or the tears he sheds for them.

Nonetheless, Paul, nor any Pastor, has even the slightest desire for sympathy from others.  Paul is simply revealing the measure of his heart that motivated his endless drive for the preaching of Christ Jesus.  His conscience gave witness in the Holy Spirit that he indeed experienced a great heaviness and a constant sorrow in his heart for the salvation of souls.  Paul had more than his share of confrontations with the religious crowds.  They viciously sought to destroy him and the true witness of Jesus Christ.  Yet, even in the midst of their relentless attacks, Paul was still weighted with a burden for their salvation.  

Paul wrote to Preacher Timothy: “...the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.” (II Tim. 2:24-26)  

The next time you look into the eyes of a Pastor sent by God, try to understand that his burdens are not for worldly things.  The weight upon his conscience and upon his heart is the salvation of the lost and the believers’ relationship with God - YOUR eternal soul.  Perhaps, it is the burden of YOU opposing yourself!  Pray for your Pastor!!!

Provoking Zeal

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Paul wrote to the Corinthians:  “For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you:  For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many.”  (II Cor. 9:1-2)
Some folks spend their whole life provoking others, but it is usually not for the good.  The Corinthians had the unusual reputation of provoking very many for the good.  The church at Corinth had many faults, but they had one tremendous badge of honor - a zeal for ministering to the saints, and this zeal provoked many others to do the same.  O what a marvelous thing to see the love of God stirring the hearts of men to care for others.  Yes, the church had many faults, but this love of ministering to the saints seems to have overshadowed the many faults.  This zeal was so great that it gave the Apostle Paul an opportunity to brag on them to the Macedonians.  Paul was impressed with their zeal for ministering to other saints.

Too often, a church looks at itself and thinks that it has nothing to offer.  “What do we have to offer the kingdom work?”  Well, zeal doesn’t cost anything, but it surely can start a wildfire when it gets hot for the Lord.  Heavenly zeal is contagious.  When one comes into contact with fiery zeal, he will either be provoked to join it, or it will provoke him to get out of the way of it.  The glorious zeal of the Lord is as a raging fire consuming all in its path.  The zeal of the Corinthians provoked very many to get involved and do something.  It caused them to get excited about giving and helping others.  It didn’t wait to see what others were going to do; it got to the front of the line.

All of the Lord’s work requires holy zeal in faithful participants.  One of the major contributors to church apathy is the lack of holy zeal in the things of God.  Prayer is one of those areas where holy zeal is almost at a famine.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if our church had the legacy of having such a holy zeal for holy prayer that it provoked very many other saints to get involved in determined holy prayer!  Oh, if only a holy zeal in us would provoke others to bow their knees before the throne of God with godly honorable intentions, until He answers with the fires of heavenly zeal provoking to holy activity and revival!

Smitten in the Heart

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

During the Feast of Pentecost the Apostle Peter preached to Israel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In the end of the message he said: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:36-37)  

The Greek word translated “pricked” in this passage means to be pierced through or smitten with heartrending sorrow.  The thought carried is that the Holy Spirit thrust the preaching of the Gospel through the hearts of the hearers, and it smote them with great piercing sorrow.  This piercing sorrow is described as labor pains of the quickening that brings forth the new creature birthed by the sovereign grace of God.  Unless the sinner is pierced through with agonizing godly sorrow from the preaching of Jesus and Him crucified, there will not be and cannot be a heaven wrought salvation.  The Holy Spirit brings heart-wrenching conviction upon ungodly sinners.

It is written: “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” (II Cor. 7:10)  The words “repented of” mean - not to be ashamed of, not to have regrets, and not to have second thoughts about.  When godly sorrow brings forth the fruit of repentance unto salvation, there will be no regrets of a newness of life born out of the Spirit of God.  There will be no shame of the cleansing wrought by the blood of Jesus.  There will be no second thoughts about having put off the old man and ungodliness.   Salvation is an eternal joy never to be regretted.

“...but the sorrow of the world...” is in reference to a type of sorrow which does not bring forth repentance unto salvation.  Worldly sorrow causes the experiences of a guilty conscience, but it is not a labor of godly sorrow wrought by the piercing Gospel of Jesus delivered by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Churches are filled with folks who have experienced a guilty conscience but whose hearts have not been pierced by the Gospel message.  Many have not endured the heartrending sorrows of a smitten heart.  If there is no piercing godly sorrow, there will be no repentance, no forgiveness, and no salvation.

First Things First
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

The Lord Jesus Christ said: “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matt. 6:23)

Today’s society is plagued with the “live for the moment” attitude.  As a whole, it cares nothing for eternity.  It is bankrupt of all holiness.  It is absolutely obsessed with gaining worldly things.  It is more than willing to sell its soul for a few crumbs of bread.  It seeks only one thing, to make its fortune at any cost.  Generally, this generation has no idea who God really is and does not even want to know.  It is malignant to its very core.  Mankind is in hot pursuit of every wicked imagination.  Self-gratification is the order of the day.  Most people are void of the love of God.  Society’s understanding of “the pursuit of happiness” is that the more “stuff” one has the happier he is, so many are in pursuit of more “stuff.”   The number one national pastime is “going shopping.”  After all, going shopping means more “stuff” and more “stuff” means more happiness, but the pursuit for happiness is never filled up with all the “stuff.”  The soul is still empty, void of that which really brings true happiness.  

This wayward society’s mentality has permeated and contaminated the thinking of our generation of believers.  The vast majority of believers have lost their heavenly focus.  Vast numbers of today’s believers are being corrupted by the ills of society.  The saints have lost sight of the fact that we are in the world, but we are not of the world.  True believers are to be storing up heavenly treasures, not worldly “stuff.”  We are to seek out heavenly gain, not worldly gain.

Jesus said to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.  This means the believer’s first responsibility is to seek the kingdom and the righteousness of God.  True happiness will never come from the “stuff” of this world.  Worldly gain can never satisfy the eternal soul.  Jesus' “first” must be the believer’s “first.”  The pursuit of money and “stuff” for happiness is nowhere on the Lord’s list of that which brings true happiness and peace to the soul.  Perhaps, we need to listen to the words of the Apostle Paul: “But godliness with contentment is great gain.”(I Tim. 6:6)  Let us get to the “first” things “first.”  Seek God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness FIRST.

What Is Your Life?

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” (Gen. 2:7)   “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life?  It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” (James 4:14)  

If you were put to the task of writing a summation of your life to pass on for generations to come, what could you write of your life?  Just what has your whole life been about?  What has been the eternal purpose of your existence in this world?  Why did God breathe life into you?  Has your life been about fulfilling God’s purpose for breathing life into you?  In the grand scheme of things, did your life mean anything besides taking up space?  Has your life made any impact upon the world?  Has your life made any impact in eternity and the world to come?  What has been the eternal value of your life?

The LORD God never does anything without a reason and purpose.  Therefore, to view life through the eyes of the mundane is to miss the meaning of life altogether.  The breath of God is spirit, and the life it gives is spirit.  Is it not reasonable to understand that a life created by the Spirit of God is intended to live of the Spirit of God?  It is also written: “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” (Jn. 4:24)  The validity of eternal life must be in the spirit and of the Holy Spirit.  Everything else is simply vanity of the mind.  Life without holy purpose is no life at all.

O how would our lives change if we could ever fully, or even partially, comprehend that only a life lived in the Spirit has an everlasting impact.  “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” (Rom. 8:14)  Life not led by the Spirit of God is no more than a shadow passing in the night.  King David wrote of God:  “For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.” (Ps. 36:9)  David knew that only with God is there a fountain of living water springing up unto meaningful life; without Him there is only a dry, fruitless, and vain existence.  Every believer’s life must be carefully cultivated to have some significance for its being.  What is the meaning of your life as a believer?  What value do you place on the blood of Jesus that purchased you?  What is your life to the cause of Christ?

Quenching The Spirit

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Quench not the Spirit.” (I Thess. 5:19)  The word “quench” means to extinguish (like a fire), to hold back, to hinder, to suppress, or to smother.

Now, we know that no man has the power to quench the Holy Spirit of the Eternal God.  So, what is the Apostle Paul setting before us?  First, remember that Paul is writing to the “church” of the Thessalonians.  He is writing to the saints!  They are those that are indwelt by the Spirit of God.  Surly he is not suggesting that anyone can extinguish the Spirit out of eternal existence.  So, what is he suggesting to the believers by writing, “Quench not the Spirit”?  Second, unbelievers - those dead in trespasses and sin - do not have even the remotest relationship or interaction with the Spirit, unless He acts upon them in regeneration.  Therefore, “quenching the Spirit” could only be relative to the believer, and certainly no believer desires to annihilate the Holy Spirit of God.  Well, where does that leave us?

The idea is that even though no one can extinguish the Holy Spirit, an individual believer and a congregation of believers (a church) by divine design is able to hinder or smother the working of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  One may be a believer and not be filled by or be yielded to the Spirit of God.  There is a difference between being born out of the Spirit and being yielded to the Spirit.  Think of parents and children!  Biblical churches are made up of believers, but this does not mean they are obedient in every way to the leadership and working of the Holy Spirit.  Church members can be stubborn.  

For whatever reason, God allows individuals and churches a limited amount of freedom in their relationship with the Spirit.  When that freedom is used to walk contrary to the Spirit, the believer or the church is in an attempt to suppress and smother the working of the Spirit of God.  When believers have an attitude problem, they are quenching the Spirit.  When churches refuse to go into action working with the Spirit, they are quenching the Spirit.  Attitudes, actions, lack of actions, or other sins are attempts by individuals and churches to smother the working of the Spirit and to suppress its holy fire upon souls and lives!  Would it not be better to stoke the holy fire of the Spirit rather than to quench it?  Are you quenching the Holy Spirit?

Wagging Tongues

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things.  Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.” (James 3:6)  

The Scriptures warn the saints of the inherent evil of an uncontrolled tongue.  They reveal that an unbridled tongue is “an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.” (James 3:8)   Also, “It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling.” (Prov. 20:3)  Again, “A fool uttereth all his heart: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards.” (Prov. 29:11)  Yet, even in the face of holy instruction, some people feel they have the right to speak anyway they desire.  To do so, however, is to reject the exhortations of the Word of God; which are given to the believer that he might not sin with his tongue.  

The failure to tame the tongue is a direct and personal sin against God that unleashes “a world of iniquity.”  A wagging tongue sparks the fury of a raging fire that is almost impossible to contain.  When the tongue becomes an unruly evil with a flurry of words, it is equivalent to a deadly serpent’s venomous bite.  It knows no friend.  Its sole purpose is to destroy its prey.  A wagging tongue’s ultimate goal is to inject its victims with a fiery and deadly poison.  The sin of a wagging meddling tongue neither acknowledges nor respects any boundaries.  It deliberately sets “on fire the course of nature”; but the course of nature is to burn until there is nothing else left to burn.  The unruly tongue reaches into hell itself to scoop up its blazing destruction.  Then, the wagging tongue unleashes the fires of hell; relentlessly it engulfs and shows no mercy upon its prey.

By the will of God, church members must urgently gain and maintain control over their tongues. Sadly, it is the fiery and deadly poison of wagging tongues that usually reeks the greatest of havoc within the churches of the Lord Jesus.  Believers ought to shun those that refuse to control their wagging tongues; there is no good to their words.  As Smokey the Bear would say, “Only you can prevent forest fires.”   It is far better to be silent in the holiness of God, than to “speak your mind” and unleash the fires of hell!  “Study to be quiet.”
Fight For Them!!!

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “...remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses.” (Neh. 4:14)  

When the enemies of Israel conspired to stop the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, Israel was faced with a crossroads.  They could either give in to the opposition, or they could stand and fight.  Nehemiah said: “...we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night.”  Israel made the choice to trust the sovereign power of the Eternal God.  As faithful servant they were determined to obey God, stand and fight.  Nehemiah’s exhortation to “remember the Lord” was made to re-focus their eyes upon the greatness and awesomeness of the Almighty.  The Apostle Paul instructs us: “If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31)  This is exactly what Nehemiah was relaying to the rebuilders of Jerusalem.  God not only rules the heavens; He also rules all the earth beneath the heavens.  God is sovereign over all His creation.  The saints must ever remember who is the God of their salvation.  

Then, Nehemiah lays before them more reasons to stand and to fight: “...your brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses.”  In other words, stand and fight for the people of your nation, your families, and the land of God’s promise.  It is as if he is saying, “Here are the reasons God expects you to stand and fight in full obedience and in steadfast faithfulness.”  It became more than just an abstract thought.  Here is the raw reality of the matter.  If you will not stand and fight against the enemies of God, then you will lose all that you hold dear to the claws and jaws of the Wicked One.  

The truth that prevailed 2500 years ago is still the truth that prevails in this generation.  The enemies of God still seek to hinder and destroy the work of the LORD.  It has never changed and will never change.  It is crucial for every believer to remember who is the God of our holy calling and who is the Captain of our great salvation.  If, for some reason, this isn’t enough to get us into the battle, maybe we should consider the fate of our parents, our siblings, our sons, our daughters, and our spouses.  Are they worthy of our commitment to the cause of Christ Jesus?  FIGHT FOR THEM!!  SATAN WILL!

Departing Saints

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

“For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven:” (II Cor. 5:1-2)  

The hardest part about the death of a true believer is the wrenching void left in the hearts and lives of those he leaves behind.  There is no doubt this life changing event requires careful adjustments as HEAVENLY HOPE fills up the broken heart’s void.  Everyone who has suffered the void of a departing saint understands the indescribable feelings of emptiness. So, let us briefly attempt to look through the eyes of the departing saints, which may allow their HEAVENLY HOPE to fill up the heart’s severe emptiness.

As long as the believer is a pilgrim upon the face of the earth, he is housed in a sin-infected, degenerating, dying body.  The saints of God wait for the day when the heavenly Father shall call them from their duties of servitude as ambassadors of the heavenly Jerusalem.  There is a new glorified body fashioned by God awaiting every saint from every generation.  This being so, every true born again child of God eagerly anticipates, groans for, and earnestly desires to see the day of that glorious change.  That is why Apostle Paul said, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Phil. 1:21)  That is why Job wrote: “And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold...” (Job 19:26,27)  As long as the saints are in these foreign fields of labor there is a certain homesickness that overwhelms their hearts and souls.  The closer one draws to the end of his tour of duty, the more eager he is to view the homeland, the glory of the Heavenly Father, and the nail scarred hands of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Their eyes may grow dim to the world, but they always sparkle with the sunlight of our heavenly hope.  It is always a glorious day for the saints to die.

God Himself even anticipates that glad reunion day, as it is written: “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.”(Ps. 116:15)  The Father eagerly anticipates the time of every departing saint, the Lord Jesus revels in the unveiling of His purchased possessions, and the angels usher the saints to their ETERNAL HOPE.

“If...”

From the Pastor:  Dr. Manuel J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “It is a faithful saying:  For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him:  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him:  if we deny him, he also will deny us:  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.  Of these things put them in remembrance...” (II Tim. 2:11-14)  

Four Faithful Sayings:

Two positives - “if we be dead with him...” and “If we suffer...”

Two negatives - “if we deny him...” and   “If we believe not...”

In the positive, and this goes to the heart of real salvation, IF we are dead with Christ - that is, if we are plunged into His death and burial, we shall also be raised in newness of the divine nature which is unto life eternal.  It is that which the believer experiences now and in future eternity.  In regeneration the Holy Spirit immerses the ones given to the Christ, which are found to be dead in trespasses and sin, into the blood of His death in order to give life by His sacrifice for the penalty of their sins.  When the dead in sin meet the sacrificial death of the Redeemer, they are born anew unto everlasting life.

IF we suffer - “...all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (II Tim. 3:12)  There will be no ruling with the Christ if there is no suffering with Him.  It is not “may” or “could;” it is “shall suffer.”  Living godly in Jesus will by its nature bring suffering from those who relish worldly living and despise the things of God.

In the negative, and this too goes to the heart of real salvation, IF you deny Him - that is, denying His ownership and lordship over your life and soul is ample evidence that you are not His purchased possession.  Thus, He shall declare: “...I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matt. 7:23)  If Jesus is not yours to proclaim, it is because you are not His sheep.  It is the refusal to have Him as Savior.

IF you believe not - “For what if some did not believe?  shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?  God forbid: yea, let God be true, every man a liar...” (Rom. 3:3,4)  God and Jesus will always remain faithful to the truth.  One’s belief pro or con will never change the fact that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God.  Fact is not dependent upon “IF.”  IF you will not believe into the only begotten Son of God, you shall surely perish in your sins!

The End of Your Faith

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “...Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” (I Peter 1:7-9)  

The word “believing” and the word “receiving” are in the present tense.  Therefore, the Apostle Peter is saying that not only is the believing happening in the present, but the receiving is also happening in the present.  The receiving of the end of one’s faith is not just some hopeful future event; it is a reality of the present in the midst of one’s faith in Jesus Christ.  The end of faith is the salvation of the soul in the present, in the here and now!  “Beloved, now are we the sons of God...” (I Jn. 3:2)  When?  NOW!!!!  It is a reality in the present.

What causes the believing ones to “rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory”?  It is the full knowledge that they do not have to wait and see if they make it.  Every true believer knows beyond any shadow of a doubt that he has already received the salvation of his soul, and it is eternally secure in the Father’s hand.  Oh, it is an unspeakable joy to know that we NOW have in our possession the eternal salvation of God upon our quickened souls.  There are no ifs, ands, or maybes; it is our NOW!  Praise His Holy Name!

The word “end” used in this passage does not designate the ending of something; rather it denotes arriving to a complete and perfect state.  In other words, the believing one has presently received unto himself the complete and perfect state of his faith, which is the present complete and perfect salvation of his soul.  He does not have to wait and see at some future event or time.  The manifestation of this truth by God upon the heart causes the believer to be overwhelmed unto joy unspeakable and full of glory.  One cannot honestly enjoy such rejoicing if the sovereign work of God unto a heaven wrought salvation has not been accomplished upon the deadness of the soul.  

The quickening by the grace of God, the birth out of the Spirit of God, and the cleansing in the blood of the Son of God bring forth a heavenly eternal salvation that is presently bestowed upon the believers.  This salvation out of SOVEREIGN GRACE is the complete and perfect state of faith.  It is saving faith!  All of His grace!

An Unchangeable Priesthood

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

In reference to Jesus it is written:  “And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death:  But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” (Heb. 7:23-25)  

The word “unchangeable” means to not pass away, or to not pass from one to another.  The thought is that the high priesthood along with its duties remains permanently upon the Lord Jesus Christ.  It will never be transferred to another.  It eternally belongs to the Lord, and he will endlessly perform his priestly office before God.

Under the Schoolmaster (the Law) the high priesthood passed from one man to another, one generation to another, “because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death.” Death made continuation in the office impossible.  However, Jesus Christ is alive forevermore and sits at the right hand of the Father in the midst of the seat of Mercy.  It is in this heavenly location that Jesus forever exercises the office and duties of the Eternal High Priest.  His priesthood will never be passed to another because He will faithfully perform His duties and is “alive forevermore.” No one will ever replace Jesus. 

It is from this heavenly High Priest position that Jesus is able to save “to the uttermost” everyone coming to God through Him.  The words “to the uttermost” mean “to the very end, or the uttermost portion of time.”  The salvation wrought in the believer is kept secure through the constant mediatorial work of the Eternal High Priest.  This Jesus will ever intercede on the behalf of all the saints to the very end of time.  This is why one is preserved in his salvation until the day of redemption.  If Jesus could die, then His salvation could die.

  Jesus never dies, never sleeps, never takes a break, and never turns His priesthood over to someone else.  Jesus will always be actively performing His holy office.  In His unchangeable priesthood our unchangeable salvation rests in absolute security!  If it were not so, what hope could we rest upon?  It is joy and peace to the soul to know that Jesus will not quit or leave His post as the Everlasting High Priest.  Who else is worthy to fulfill such an office?

A Mind To Work

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

As the children of Israel returned from Babylonian bondage to rebuild Jerusalem, it was written of them:  “So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work.” (Neh. 4:6)  Jesus said:  “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” (Jn. 9:4)  Apostle Paul wrote:  “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”  (Eph. 2:10)  The message to the church of Ephesus from Jesus was: “...do the first work, or else...” (Rev. 2:5)  

For millenniums the work of the Almighty God and the Lord Jesus has made progress because the saints have had a mind to do the work given to them by God.  Now, we surely understand that God does not need any man to do His work.  He is fully capable of doing His own work.  Yet, in divine purpose He has before of old ordained to give us the privilege of working with Him.  Vast numbers of heavenly blessings are contingent on the believers doing what God expects of them.  In other words, God expects the saints to work and will reward them if they do so.  He does not reward laziness.

Sadly, far too many believe they have been redeemed to sit on a pew and sing, “I shall not be moved.”  This common infection of thought has created lukewarmness and apathy in the churches.  Many churches are spiritually dead because they fail to heed the “or else” warning.  They do not feel that it applies to them.  God has not redeemed men so that they could fill up time with idle twiddling of thumbs. God works, Jesus works, and the saints must also work.

We who truly believe have been given the glorious privilege and opportunity to work with the living God and the Lord of Glory.  Oh, how sweet it is to be given such a gift!  Just to think that God wants “me” to work with Him is a precious thrill to the heart and soul.  The greater blessing is not in the thought but in the work itself.  The speaking of the things of God and the witness of Christ is a joy that floods the very spirit of the speaker, joy unspeakable and full of glory.  There is still much for the saints of God to do, but the work that is before us requires a fixed mindset - A MIND TO WORK!!  DO YOU?

Ask For The Old Paths

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. ...”(Jer. 6:16)  

We live in a generation of marvelous modernizations.  There are many conveniences that save time and make everyday life easier.  I enjoy the inventions of the automobile, central units for heat and air, telephones, cell phones, computers, and many others.  Yet, even with all their benefits, there are some drawbacks, like laziness and obesity brought on by modernization abuse.  Making life better is not always to the benefit of life; sometimes it brings on many more ills than anticipated.  Such is the case with modernized worship. 

In this world of tremendous changes, it is good to know that the God of our salvation needs no modernization.  Is it not written, “For I am the LORD, I change not...” (Mal. 3:6)  I’m glad the eternal God has no need of changing, especially since a change in Him may change the hope of our everlasting salvation.  God is still the same God that He has always been, praise His holy Name!  Of the anchor of our souls it is written: “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” (Heb. 13:8)  Oh, what rejoicing to know that our anchor holds fixed and firm now and forever more!  Of the Word of God it is written:  “For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.” (Ps. 119:89)  It may not be settled in the minds of men, but it is forever settled in the heaven and mind of God.  It is security for the believer to know that God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the Word of God has never needed to be updated or modernized over these vast generations of time.  It is a peaceful blessed thing to be assured that God and His words of old will forever remain faithful and true even to the ages of the ages.

This being true, is it not reasonable for God to expect the saints to “stand, see, ask for, and walk” in the old paths because of their eternal unchanging nature?  Stand! Stop rushing about to find something new to sooth your conscience.  Modernization attempts have made life somewhat better, but the way of eternal life has never and will never be altered.  Perfection cannot be improved upon. See! Ask! The old paths will bring you to the truth of God and salvation.  If you seek an everlasting rest for your soul, ask for the old paths!  Walk in them!

Three Types of Biblical Prayer

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

Most folks rush into prayer without considering the manner, purpose, context, or consequences of their prayers.  Too often, prayer is approached in the same manner as one would approach a drive-through fast-food establishment.  They ask for what they really do not want and will not satisfy, but they are too rushed for time to go home and cook a well-balanced meal that would be satisfying and full of nourishment.  The consequences are obesity and ill health.  This is also true of most folks’ prayer life.  Biblical prayers are designed with purpose, well balanced, satisfying, and full of nourishment.  Thus, the Bible gives us three types of prayers for the saints’ approach to God.  

The first type of prayer and most dominant through the Scriptures is proseukhe.  This type is a speaking to God because of one’s devotion to Him.  It carries the idea of reverential respect with quietness.  It is approaching God with the acute awareness that one is entering into the very presence of absolute holiness.  In the state of this type of prayer, one understands he does not have the same liberties of the course of everyday life, or the slouchiness one enjoys in the confines of his own home.  This devotion of prayer brings one in determined reverence to holy ground before the throne of the Almighty God.  See Luke 6:12, Acts 1:14, 2:42.

The second is deesis, which expresses one’s need, urgency, or desire for special aid.  It acknowledges one’s inability and insufficiency.  It is not a want list of fleshly desires.  It is the laying out of a particular valid and urgent request.  See Luke 1:13, Rom. 10:1, II Cor. 9:14.

The third is enieuxis, which is a prayer of intercession on the behalf of others and a prayer of confidence.  It is a determined intervention.  See Rom. 8:27,34; 11:2; I Tim. 2:1, 4:5; Heb. 7:25 sometimes translated simply as intercession rather than prayer of intercession.  

Learning to pray correctly is learning how to fight effectively in spiritual warfare.  Prayer should not be wasted.  Saints must learn to trust and respect prayer.  True prayer is not a display of religionism in flowery words or “look at my body language.”  Prayer seeks only the ears and eyes of God.  Its purpose is to secure an audience with the Eternal Holy God, and it is executed with the utmost dignity due Him.  Effective prayer is dependent on all three types of Biblical prayer.  

Called To Preach The Gospel

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.” (Acts 16:10)  

There is a horrible misconception amongst the churches and preachers as to what is their God given purpose in this world.  Many feel that we have been called to get people in the door by any means.  Sadly, they think good marketing skills would be of benefit to the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The idea they propagate is that any enticing bait is legitimate if the end desired is honorable.  This is a gross perversion for hidden agendas.  The salvation of God needs no bait.  Man is not lured to heaven wrought salvation; the salvation unto eternal life is a gift through a sovereign creative act of God.  We are created anew and made alive by the power of God through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, but not by the creative activities of men’s imaginations.  God did not give us the Pied Piper’s flute to draw men to salvation; we were given the glorious Gospel of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, the Lord of glory.

WE MUST come to the same conclusion that the Apostles did - “assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.”  The priority and focus of every church of the Lord Jesus Christ is to deliver in full power the witness of Jesus, pure and undefiled by worldly allurements.  It is imperative to understand completely that true salvation is all of God, and it needs no bait to lure sinners to its wells of living water.  Heaven’s salvation is totally dependent upon the sovereign will and power of God.  It is the business of churches and preachers to preach the witness of Jesus Christ under the power and influence of the Holy Spirit.  It is God that gives the necessary increases to His churches as they faithfully preach and teach of Jesus and him crucified.  When one entices a crowd to gather it, he must continue the enticements to keep it.  Salvation wrought by the Holy Spirit of God is not motivated by worldly inventions.  It is satisfied and empowered by the preaching of the Holy Word of God.  We have been called to preach the Gospel, not to entertain the masses.  The power to save is not in one’s salesmanship abilities; it is in the power of the Holy Spirit provoked by the sovereign grace of God.

Unworthily Makes One Guilty

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.” (I Cor. 11:26-27)

For every believer and church of the Lord Jesus Christ, the sanctity of what is commonly called the Lord’s Supper is a precious privilege. Yet, it is a privilege extremely abused and appallingly misunderstood in the religious world.  The majority of churchgoers treat this ordinance given to the local church as a social event.  Socializing this blessed ordinance is a rank perversion far from the truth.  This ordinance is not to be participated in by the common masses.  It was given by design for that special intimate relation between the believers and the Redeemer in a body to Head relationship.  It is so sacred in all of its symbolism and meanings that it becomes polluted if it is not observed in the most respectful of manners.  It is eternal in its scope and gracious in its privilege to the individual believer and the body of believers with whom that member is covenanted.

The unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine perpetually bring before the believers the price of their great salvation through the body and blood of the Lamb of God.  The whole of the ordinance brings the conscious mind into harmony and focus with the spirit unto the full comprehension of God’s required judgment upon sin.  It is the most solemn occasion filled with heaven wrought reflections. It is a face-to-face confrontation with the penalty extracted for the forgiveness of the believer’s sins.  Hence, to all is given the stern warning and the gravity of partaking in a manner unsuitable or disrespectful to the value and holiness of that to which the elements refer.  Extreme care must be exercised lest one be found “GUILTY OF THE BODY AND THE BLOOD OF THE LORD”!!!  Oh, what a horrid thought to be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

This remembrance was ordained by the Lord that the body of local believers could separate themselves from all the world, that they might have a time of special reflection to “Behold the Lamb of God!” – who paid it all for MY sins!  One’s lack of holy reverence for this church ordinance makes him guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

Fear Not, Neither Be Dismayed

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee:  fear not, neither be dismayed.” (Deut. 31:8)

These are some of the last words of Moses as he passes the leadership of the nation of Israel to God’s appointed man Joshua.  Within this statement are four crucial reminders given that are critical for every God appointed leader, and for every servant that is obedient unto the LORD.  They are: 1--God will always “go before thee”; 2-- God will always “be with thee”; 3--God will never “fail thee”; 4--God will never “forsake thee.”  They express the very sovereignty of the Almighty God over all His creation.  There is nothing that is not under His control.  This truth ought to be a blessed comfort for every child of the living God.  God will always overshadow every aspect of our existence.  Not only are the saints saved to the uttermost, but they are also secured in His hands to the uttermost.  When God sends his people, He goes before them.  Wherever the saints are, God is with them.  Whatever situation confronts His children, God never fails them.  When they are forsaken by all, God will never abandon them.  

Now, all these things being true, what have the saints of God to fear, or to be dismayed about?  Is it not written: “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” (II Tim. 1:7)  If God has not given us the spirit of fear, from whence does it come?  The weakness of the flesh!  When we fall out of step with the Holy Spirit, we become prey to the unsoundness of fleshly thinking and become conquered by our own vain imaginations.   Many of the saints’ battles are won or lost by the extent of their faith in God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  The courage of the saints is anchored in the absolute trust of the four promises of which Moses reminded Joshua.  If God is indeed for us, what is there to fear?

The godly steadfastness and courage imperative to the work of the saints cannot be self-generated.  They are blessed gifts of God through faith in His sovereignty.  We must come to the assurance that we are His and He is ours and He will never leave us or forsake us. The sovereignty of God has not diminished since the days of Joshua. “Fear not, neither be dismayed,” for our God is sovereign over all!

I Am Persuaded

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 8:37-39)  

Life can sometimes be a strange thing in and of itself.  There are ups and there are downs, and there are many twists, turns, and pit falls along the pathway that leads to the end.  For many believers there are times that cause us to wonder if faith in God and Christ Jesus is worth all the heartaches and despairs multiplied upon us since we believed and surrendered our lives into their noble hands.  At a glance one would consider it absolute lunacy to endure so much when there is a seemingly easier pathway.  Why suffer such onslaught and wrenching of the heart and mind?  What motivation is there to endure?

The answer is the love of God!!!  How can one experience the love of God expressed upon the cross of Calvary in the midst of His saving grace and walk away unchanged?  How can one be made alive by the love of God and not crave its constant nurturing?  How can one encounter God face-to-face and turn back to the dark shadows of the valley of death?  How does one look into the eyes of our suffering Savior and think we are better than our Redeemer and Master?  How could our eternal souls ever be torn from so great a love by accident or by purpose?  Is this love of God so feeble that it cannot secure every object of His affection? 

If “all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose,” and “in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us,” then we most certainly must be persuaded that “If God be for us, who can be against us”!!!  Shall our eternal heavenly Father allow anything of all His creation to tear us from His love that is fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ?  I am persuaded that it is an utter impossibility, though the demons of hell will surely struggle at their best to rip the saints from the hand of God.  I am persuaded we are secure in His sovereign power eternally!   Thanks be unto God for the surety of His love!!!  

How Long?

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

“...I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  Then said I, Here am I; send me.  And he said, Go, and tell this people...   Then said I, Lord, how long?  And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.” (Is. 6:8,9,11,12)  

There is set before every believer vast fields of labor.  The command is to “Go, and tell.”  Also, there is a promise from the Lord Jesus, which states that when the Holy Spirit comes upon the believer He comes with power.  Now, the purpose of the Holy Spirit with power is “and ye shall be my witnesses.”  The primary focus of the believer is to GO AND BROADCAST THE WITNESS OF JESUS CHRIST.   This may seem somewhat simple, but truthfully, that is exactly what it is designed to be.  Every believer is to go forth with the uncomplicated Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The witnesses are not to obscure the matter with grand theological discourses.  It is written: “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” (II Cor. 11:3)  Keep the witness of the Christ simple, and let the theological discourses be reserved for the believers in church Bible studies.  A baby being born into the world cares nothing for the discourses of child birthing.  It is consumed only with the awakening of its birth; and so it is with everyone that is quickened by the Spirit of God.  Keep it simple, straight and to the point!

The order to “go and tell” has been an ageless one to every preacher and to every believer.  The question that keeps arising is, “Lord, how long?”  Well, God seems to make that abundantly clear, “Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, …etc.” Of a truth, we personally would have all men come to Christ, but honestly, that is God’s business.  Saving is God’s business, and witnessing is our duty.  We have been given our orders to go and witness of Jesus and Him crucified until there are no more cities and houses with inhabitants.  To my knowledge that day has not yet come.  So, until there are no more people, GO AND TELL them of Jesus!!!

Come Over and Help Us

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.  And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.” (Acts 16:9-10)  

Because of the abundance of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus around us, we so often unconsciously presume there is an abundance of it everywhere in the world.  Sad to say, this is a false assumption; nothing could be farther from the truth.  There are still multitudes of locations that have yet to hear the honest preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the Sovereign Eternal Grace of God.  There is truly a worldwide famine in the land, a famine of hearing the honest preaching and teaching of the Word of God.  It is not because it is not in the world; rather it is because those holding the truth of the righteousness of God in Jesus have an apathetic view of the whited fields of harvest.  This is a generation of spiritual degeneration and self-centeredness.  There are very few who are awake and conscious of a world vision for the cause of Christ.  There are even places that have heard it in the past but are empty of the sound of the Gospel now.

Cognizant believers are acutely knowledgeable of the desperation of the multitudes around the world hungering for “the Way, the Truth and the Life.”  There is a special passion of the indwelling Holy Spirit that ardently hears and feels the cries of “Come over and Help us!”  This passion knows no boundaries of sea, land, or cultures.  It craves only one thing -- to quench the hunger and thirst for righteousness.  It responds to the plea with “God, here am I!  How can I help?”  There is no thought of “Can I?”; rather the thought is “God, please, make a way and show me how to answer the call!”  Faithful believers see the white fields and are ready to go.  Multitudes need the Gospel of hope.

Many so-called believers have become numb to worldwide missions, evangelism, and education.  Yet, the needs and pleadings have multiplied.  But, who will hear and fill up the gaps with “Here am I, use me!”  There is an urgent need for an unselfish and unfettered surrender to the cries for help in these darkest of times!

An Example To All That Believe

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “...ye were ensamples to all that believed in Macedonia and Achaia.  For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad...” (I Thess. 1:7,8)  

In the church at Thessalonica we are able to evidence the promise of Jesus in action.  Jesus promised:  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)  The locations are not the issue.  The church under the power of the Holy Spirit began where they were, then they continued reaching outward as witnesses of Christ even to “the uttermost part of the earth.”  This is the power of the Holy Spirit in action as promised by the Lord himself.  

The church of the Thessalonians became a pattern for all the churches of that age and for the ages to come.  They are immortalized in the Holy Scriptures because they were obedient to the heavenly vision having been filled with the Holy Spirit of power, and they became faithful witnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They were not only faithful to witness in Macedonia and Achaia, but the word of the Lord sounded out and spread abroad in every place from them.  This is exactly what is expected of every congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Churches are to follow this example and likewise spread the Word of Truth abroad under the power of the Holy Spirit.  

The Thessalonians were an example “to all that believed.”  They honestly believed that Jesus was the Christ and the Redeemer of men’s souls; and, as a result, they refused to be weakened in their resolve to be His witnesses everywhere.  It was not a matter of “I wonder if we can?”  It was “We can do all things through Christ Jesus who strengthens us by the power of the eternal Holy Spirit!”  If and when churches take upon themselves that determination to witness under the power of the Holy Spirit of God, it will turn their communities upside down; and the Word of God will sound out and spread abroad to every place.  Then that church, too, will be an example to all that believe.  A church can be a good or a bad example.  Based on your example, what kind of an example is your church in the world?

Boldness To Speak

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “...Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word...  And when they prayed the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.” (Acts. 4:29, 31)   

There has always been and will always be opposition to the honest and faithful presentation of the Word of God.  The world in general despises the bold truthful witness of Jesus Christ and the way of salvation being all of the sovereign grace of God.  It is absolutely unacceptable to those who know not God.  We are often shocked at mankind’s bitter rejection of the holiest and sweetest Gospel message of redemption and eternal life.  Man searches the world over for the fountain of youth and the prolonging of life; yet, it is right before their faces.  They have eyes to see and cannot see; they have ears to hear and cannot hear.  In anger they strike out at what they perceive to be a threat; all the while, not knowing it is the only hope for mankind.  This ignorant attack against the sweetness of the Gospel causes many believers to retreat into a shell of silence.

It is not the purpose of God for His blood bought saints to mosey about this world in silent subjection before the ungodly.  The Apostles’ answer ought to be the answer of every believer:  “For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)  The light of the Gospel is not to be hid under a bushel.  One who sees the kingdom of God by having experienced redemption by the blood and having tasted of the new birth cannot but have a passion for the witness of Jesus Christ.  Intimidation by the world has a tendency to cool the fires of passion, but holy boldness can cause it to roar like a raging forest fire.  The mind of God is “Just do it!”

Every believer desperately needs power from on high to be an effective and courageous speaker of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This holy bravery does not come by some conjuring up of the emotions.  It comes through an honest pleading for God to grant “all boldness” to speak forth His Holy Word.  Perhaps the reason we do not have is because we do not dare to ask.  Many are afraid of what would happen if they asked and God did send holy boldness to speak.

For the Love of Souls

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.” (Psalm 142:4)  

It is a sad truth; nevertheless it is truth, man cares little for the souls around him.  Every day folks go about their affairs with only one thought in mind - “ME! ME! ME! And no one else but ME!”  “Self” has become the number one priority in the lives of most people.  They are so busy with their own desires that they have lost sight of the poor lost souls around them.  Now, we expect this attitude amongst the lost but prevailing in CHRISTIANS?  How dare it to be so in our midst?  Honest Christianity is not about “self” or the big “I.”

Self-esteem has replaced Spiritualism.  The harsh reality is that we must “die to self,” or we will never be able to gaze beyond “ME” to behold the multitudes lost with no hope, leaving few to care for their eternal souls.  The reason the witness of Christ has grown so cold is that there is no passion for souls in the hearts of those who are only concerned about “SELF.”  Caring about souls requires compassion.

It is also written:  “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” (Psalm 126:5-6)  

Why do you suppose one goes and sows with weeping?  Honest tears are a language of the heart.  I realize some folk can shed tears at the blink of an eye, but I’m speaking of true tears that come forth because the spiritual burdens of the heart are so overwhelming.  When the burden of lost souls begins to weigh down the heart and mind of the saints, the overflow comes through the eyes, being revealed in tears.  The heavenly burden upon the heart forces out laborers into the fields sowing precious seed and weeping over the insurmountable numbers of lost souls.  Oh, that they could see what we see and hear what we hear of the Redeemer of men’s souls, the Lamb of God.  If only they could be covered by the blood of the blessed Savior by the gracious sovereign act of our God, they would know someone cares.  Is there a real burden in you that overflows the eyes with tears?  Pray for holy tears, brethren!  WEEP FOR THE SOULS OF MEN!!!

Exercise Unto Godliness

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “...and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.  For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” (I Tim. 4:7-8)
Let us turn our attention briefly to the meaning of the word “godliness.”  If we are to have godliness in our Christian faith, we must of necessity understand what it is Biblically.  The word “godliness” comes from the Greek word “eusebeia,” which itself is composed of two words: “eu” meaning “well or right,” and “sebomaie” meaning “to worship.”  Therefore, godliness is to worship well or correctly.  One is said to possess godliness when he worships God well and in the correct manner as set forth in the Holy Scriptures.  It is not following the dictates of one’s own heart and conscience; rather it is following the dictates of the Holy Word of God, which is forever settled in the heavens.  It needs no emotionalizing, sensationalizing, mystifying, or modernizing.  God is eternal, and His Word is eternal, the same yesterday, today, and forevermore.  Hence, the way of godliness is eternally set, and we must press into it.

When Cain and Abel worshipped before God, Cain worshipped incorrectly, and Abel worshipped correctly.  God accepted Abel’s worship but rejected Cain’s because Cain did not obey His divine command for correct worship.  In retaliation, unrighteousness attempted to kill righteousness.  One may kill a righteous man, but the righteousness of God cannot be killed.  Acceptable worship before God requires one to worship rightly!  God will not be forced into receiving so-called worship out of the wicked imaginations of men.

Godliness “relates to real, true, vital, and spiritual relations with God,” while religion, “relates to the outward acts of religious observances or ceremonies, which can be performed by the flesh.” (E. W. Bullinger)  John Gill in referring to godliness wrote:  “This is none other than the inward devotion of the mind, and fervency of the spirit in serving the Lord; it is a holy disposition of the soul towards God.”  Real spiritual relations with God will bring forth holy and devout passions for right worship.  The believer must constantly train himself out of the Word of God that he might not go astray in his worship.

Come Out and Be Ye Separate

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”(II Cor. 6:17-18)  

The obedience to separation has all but been lost to faithful by-gone generations.  Most believers have assimilated into the world around them.  It has become more and more difficult to differentiate between the professed believers and the contented unbelievers.  Yet, the Father would not have it so amongst His children.  God would have His children to remove themselves from the midst of the uncleanness of this world.  He expects a distinction to be visible to all mankind of the difference between His children and the children of Belial.  There must be an adequate clarification between the godly and the ungodly.  The children of God must be noticeably His.

The Father knows that touching the uncleanness of this world is infectious, hurtful, and detrimental to the spiritual well being of His redeemed.  Therefore, they are instructed to come out and be separate, a purging of ungodliness and worldly lusts, a removing of the clean from the unclean, that they might be clothed with the righteousness of Christ.  The redeemed are a separated people in election, in the effectual call, in the redemption and in the atonement; should they not also be in their daily walk before the world?  The saints are expected to keep their distance from sinful and immoral people whose lives are a disgrace, entrapping, and full of uncleanness.  The believer cannot flirt with sin and expect to escape its contagious filth.  

Verse 18 is not in reference to salvation and to adoption as the sons of God.  It is rather to that normal relationship the Father would have with His sons and daughters.  The receiving of children into a correct relationship is dependent upon their life of separation from the ungodliness of the world around them.  Our Holy God will not walk in the midst of the profane rubbish of this world.  The Father’s purpose is to bestow the riches of His grace and blessings upon His children, but there are conditions.  One ought not to expect the Father’s blessings if he will not obey His command to come out and be separate.  There must be a separation between the godly and the ungodly.

Accusations Against an Elder

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.” (I Tim. 5:19)  

Sadly, we live in a generation of false accusers who have no conscience before God.  The common thought is “All I have to do is raise the question, then it will be up to you to prove you are not guilty.”  Such assertions are ungodly reasonings! They are full of vile wickedness that only serves the purposes of Satan.  It is unscriptural, evil, wicked, and gross ungodliness.  Yet, far too many churches allow it to exist amongst them.  Many a pastor has been crucified by the tongue of a disgruntled member, or someone wanting his position as pastor of the church.  Regretfully, much confusion and damage has been brought to a church by just “raising the question.”

The Holy Scriptures are very explicit - DO NOT RECEIVE ANY ACCUSATION AGAINST A PASTOR UNLESS THERE ARE AT LEAST TWO WITNESSES.  Not just any so-called witness will do; they must be good sufficient honorable witnesses.  Hear say will not do, the witness must be credible and have verifiable first hand knowledge of the facts.  The church must not easily receive any accusation against its pastor.  It must guard the office with extreme care.

This rule is given because the honor of the office of pastor and the church is at stake.  Even if he is eventually cleared, the damage is already done in the membership and in the community.  Satan is acutely aware of this fact.  “Just raise the question!” and the damage is done, because there will always be those who will believe and want to believe any scandal regardless of the truth.  Ungodly people relish any hint of evil against a man of God.  They are enraged like sharks with a hint of blood in the water.  The destruction of the cause of Christ is a joy to the wicked.  Anything to stir a feeding frenzy excites their jaws.

There are many enemies to the Gospel of Christ.  There are many wolves in the midst of the sheep.  We must not be blind and ignorant of this fact.  A church must always be on guard for its honor and the honor of the Pastor’s office.  Jesus purchased the church with His own blood; therefore, God will not hold them guiltless who attempt to bring harm to it and its Pastor.  We must ever be careful not to receive accusations against a Pastor without credible and verifiable witnesses.

Mark and Avoid

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.  For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.” (Rom. 16:17-18)  

The word “divisions” means discord or dissension.  The word “offences” means a trap-stick, it is a stick used to hold the bait in a trap, when the animal trips the stick it ensnares the animal.  Thus, “offences” is anything that causes one to stumble into a trap.  The Apostle Paul is referring to those who sow discord and dissension among the brethren, and seek to lure them into the trap of following their evil devices.  They set out bait to lure, or to deceive the weak and the unaware.  They camouflage their traps with emotionalism and half-truths.  When they have ensnared their prey, they will strive to utilize them in multiplying their wickedness to bring about their selfish designs.  They have no conscience as to whom they entrap.

Paul said: “they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly.”  This makes it abundantly clear that their interests are not for the church of the Lord Jesus, nor for its membership, nor are they in the interest of lost souls.  Their objectives are simply to manipulate others for their own self-gratifying motives.  They are masqueraders, wolves in sheep’s clothing seeking whom they may devour.  They do not serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

These evildoers deceive “by good words and fair speeches.”  This means they use kind and polished words that throw a veil over their true intent.  They give off a smoke screen of sweetness while stirring the pot of wicked deeds.  They cloak in the robes of righteousness, but their hearts are full of evil.  By their words they seemingly love everybody but seek to devour the sheep one by one.

Paul says to “mark them” and “avoid them.”  It is the church’s responsibility to identify the servants of Satan and avoid them, which means to turn away from and shun.  The Pastor and the membership are neither to play “patty cake” with them nor to play the “poor little victim” game.  They are not victims; they are predators devouring the Lord’s blood bought churches!   Mark them and avoid them!!!!

Revival of Real Prayer

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “...ye have not, because ye ask not.  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” (James 4:2-3)  Charles Haddon Spurgeon wrote:  “A mere formalist can always pray so as to please himself.” 

The goal of prayer is not to formulate words pleasing to one’s self and to other men.  The real goal of prayer is to reach the ear of God.  The Pharisees are masters of well-ordered words to be heard and to be praised of men, but they pray to be heard of men not of God.  Richard Cecil wrote:  “A man may pray night and day and deceive himself.”  The vain and repetitious prayers of men never deceive God.  God judges the thoughts and the intents of the heart, and only holy thoughts and godly intents reach the ear of God.

James gives us two major hindrances to God-ward prayer - not asking, and asking amiss.  First, are you personally in a prayer relationship with the heavenly Father?  Secondly, the word “amiss” means wickedly or wrongly.  Why do you want God to hear you?  Are your prayers filled with honorable intentions and pure pleadings?  

In this fast paced society usually the first to fall victim in a believer’s day is his prayer closet.  Often he makes himself too busy to commune with God.  Oh, he has time to read every word of the daily paper and enter into lengthy discussions of its contents; but he does not have time to read the Holy Scriptures and enter into a discussion with the Author.  God’s plan is very simple - ask and receive, do not ask and do not receive.  It is seemingly simple, but real prayer takes time to search the heart and lay it bare before the Father.  It is not what is upon the lips that are weighed but what is revealed out of the heart.  Precious care must be taken to unwrap the burdens of the heart.  Asking to receive requires quality honest time with the Giver.

E. M. Bounds wrote:  “A revival of real praying would produce a spiritual revolution.”  Oh, what answers we would receive from God if we would put the daily paper down, turn off the TV, radio, CD player, computer, telephone, and earnestly whisper into the ear of God and intently listen to Him upon devoted knees.  Heaven and earth will be moved when it is met with a revival of REAL praying!  Let us sincerely pray for a spiritual revolution to begin!!!

Fire in the Bones

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “…I am in derision daily, every one mocketh me. …Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name.  But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.” (Jer. 20:7, 9)   

I remember when I was saved, when I was forgiven of my ungodly sins, when Jesus cleansed and made my soul whiter than snow.  I remember that day Jesus became my all in all, the very breath of my life.  I remember that awesome joy of coming to know Jesus the Christ personally.  I remember the excitement that swallowed me up in the depths of His love.  I remember thinking and being overwhelmed with the idea that everyone has just got to know about this great salvation, this freedom from the bondage of sin, this blessed hope of eternal life, this great unspeakable joy of the heart and soul.  I thought everyone possessing what I have ought to be out there telling everyone else so that they too might experience this great salvation.  Oh, the flood of the Holy Spirit was indescribable, and the power of excitement was beyond comprehension.  I didn’t know whom to tell first, so I told everyone.  It was like finding mega tons of treasure that a million people couldn’t haul off in a million years.  Come! There was enough for all.  Oh, what a joyous time that was.  But where did all that fire of excitement go?  

Perhaps, like the Prophet Jeremiah, the rejections and the mocking have taken their toll.  Perhaps all the church woes caused by cold, carnal hypocritical hearts have poured too much icy water on the fires of passion.  Perhaps the constant weariness of the battle with the ceaseless attacks upon the spirit has left too many scars.  Nonetheless, like Jeremiah the thought comes, “Why bother, they really do not want to hear?”  Men do not really care about their spiritual well being.

In spite of this, in the well of living waters there are heavenly waters mixed with the tears of Jesus, so sweet and so refreshing.    Here there is abundant fuel for the fire burning within the bones.  Sometimes the fire seems all but extinguished, and then like a man parched upon desert sands, Jesus comes and waters the fire within my bones.  He stirs the slumbering cords again and refreshes the everlasting joys.

Divine Heritage

From the pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.” (Is. 54:17)   Read Isaiah 54:13-17.

Oh what a ceaseless comfort to know that the LORD is our Protector, and that our heavenly birthright is His eternal guardianship.  It is sad indeed to behold the saints of God wringing out their hands and hearts with incessant anxiety over opposition to the cause of Christ.  If the children of God are obedient to their Father, He will not allow the enemy ultimate victory.  The Father will guard His precious ones.

Resistance is actually good for us.  A body builder lifts weights, or resistance, in order to strengthen his muscles that counter the resistance.   The stronger the muscles are the more resistance he is able to counter.  The servants of the Lord must constantly be exercised in the spirit so that they will be able to counter the resistance of spiritual wickedness.  It is good to remember that we have a divine victorious heritage and our Father will not allow anything or anyone to prosper at our expense.  God has promised, “whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake.”  God will not permit them to flourish.  Our heritage is far more than pearly gates and streets of gold; it is also filled with the overshadowing protection of our almighty sovereign eternal Father.

Yes, the wicked will surely gather against the righteous servants of God; and we ought not to be shocked by their onslaught as if it is a strange thing.  We have been forewarned; and we have been told to strengthen up to counter the resistance when it does come, not if but when.  Many church folk are stunned when the enemies of the Lord’s churches raise their ugly heads and begin their cold vile calculated attacks, resisting the growth of the cause of Christ.  We should not be traumatized; rather we ought to be strengthened in the knowledge that the Father will fight for us.  The saints need not worry for the Lord is our Lord.  He is the King of kings, and the Lord of lords!  He is the Almighty!  What have we to fear?  Our righteousness is of God, and it shall not be torn from us.  Our divine heritage is His guardianship.

Burning Lips and a Wicked Heart

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.  As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a contentious man to kindle strife.  The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.  Burning lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd covered with silver dross.” (Prov. 26:20-23)  

A church of the Lord Jesus Christ ought to be a precious blessing in the lives of all its members.  The fellowship should be the sweetest place on earth, a refuge from the turmoil of the world, a sanctuary of kindness.  Sadly, in these days this is the exception and not the rule.  Burning lips in the midst have too often turned the sweetness into bitterness, and wicked hearts have poisoned the kindness of the sanctuary. Far too many loving fellowships have suffered and been damaged by these burning lips and wicked hearts.  God will not hold them guiltless.  These vile emissaries of Satan always give the illusion of doing the service of God, but “by their fruits ye shall know them.”  

The Apostle Paul describes them as “wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.” (I Tim. 5:13)  The Apostle Peter says they are “a busybody in other men’s matters.” (I Peter 4:15)  King Solomon refers to them as fools when he writes: “...but every fool will be meddling.” (Prov. 20:3)  He also says, “When he speaketh fair, believe him not: for there are seven abominations in his heart.  Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be shewed before the whole congregation.” (Prov. 26:25-26)  These are stern words indeed, yet appropriate in their context.  “Tattlers,” “busybodies,” and “fools” are what they are and need to be recognized as God has labeled them.  They have burning lips and wicked hearts that strive for destruction. 

The Apostle Paul exhorts the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ to “study to be quiet, and to do your own business.” (I Thess. 4:11)  If more time were spent on this truth, the churches of the Lord would be much sweeter and kinder places for sanctuary.  Church members would find it to be a precious sweetness to enter into its doors and fellowship.  Burning lips and wicked hearts are a plague upon the Lord’s churches that constantly require diligent purging.  

Decently and in Order

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” “Let all things be done decently and in order.” (I Cor. 14:33,40)  Read I Cor. 14:33-40.

Everything God does has an order to it.  God is not only sovereign over the salvation of man; He is also sovereign over the order of His church.  God does not save the sinner and then leave him to the chaotic inventions of his imagination.  God has a purpose, a plan, and an order for His saints.  He begins with eternal salvation and then orders the first step of obedience to be baptism; then He orders the second step of obedience to be church membership.  However, this is not the end of His order; it is simply the beginning of the order of the saints.  

This church that the believer is brought into a covenant relationship is also ordered by the rule of God.  Jesus Christ has purchased all believers with His own blood; therefore, God “hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church.” (Eph. 1:22)  Then directly under the Lord’s supervision is His under-shepherd of the flock known as the “pastor.”  There is absolutely nothing and no one between the Lord and His pastor and the local church.  God did not design a pecking order for the churches. 

The “pastor” is instructed to “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” (I Peter 5:2-4)  By divine order there can only be one pastor in a church who must take the oversight in all things concerning the whole flock.  He may have helpers, but at the end of the day the sum of the matter rest only upon one man’s shoulders before God.

By divine charge the members of the church are instructed to “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.”  “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” (Heb. 13:7,17)    Follow the order set by God.

Sanctify the People

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow: for thus saith the LORD God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among you.” (Joshua 7:13)  

Sin in the camp brings defeat for the whole.  The entire nation of Israel suffered defeat at the hands of the enemy because one person sinned against the commands of God.  Achan reasoned in his mind “no one will ever know.”  He believed his sins were just his sins and had nothing to do with any one else.  In truth Achan gave no thought to the fact that his sin would have an effect on his family, friends, and all of Israel.  Yet, “his sin” brought defeat in the face of the enemy.  

Because Achan found no place of confession and repentance, the ultimate end of his sin was the stoning death of his family and himself, also the destruction of all that he had.  The sin of Achan brought annihilation to all that Achan cherished.  Sin takes no prisoners; it utterly destroys.  You cannot flirt with sin and walk away untarnished.  

Thanks to the blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we enjoy the forgiveness of our sins in confession and repentance.  Nevertheless, even after salvation, sin can enter into the camp, and sin in the camp brings defeat to the whole.  This means defeat for the sinning one, his family, and the church where he is a member.  Some will say, “I just won’t go and they won’t be hurt.”  It is a nice idea but it doesn’t work that way.  It will still bring defeat in the face of the enemy for the whole.  Like it or not, sin is like cancer; you can deny it, but it will still eat away at the whole unless it is totally removed.

Now, here is God’s remedy to cure sin in the camp: “Up, sanctify the people,” and “take away the accursed thing from you.”  In other words, “Stand up against the sin by purifying the whole and by removing the sin out of the midst of you.”   There must be a concentrated effort by the whole to bring a cleansing and extraction of all sins out of the person, the family, and the church.  God will not grant a healing of sin if there is no surgery to remove the sin.  God has only one remedy; if you will have none of it, then you will have no healing.  Up, sanctify the people and enjoy the sweet victory!!!

The Deception of Pretense

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.” (Matt. 23:14)  

There are three primary reasons for church problems: (1) ignorance of the Word of God; (2) stagnant babies in Christ constantly arguing over “my toys” and “my way”; (3) and the most damaging – masqueraders, deceiving professors, false brethren.  The Scriptures frequently warn us to be on guard of false brethren creeping in unaware.  In other words, there are folks who join with the churches for reasons that are not honorable.  They are not saved, but if you ask, the wolves will sure “b-a-a-a-h” like a sheep and display woolly robes.  Yet, the whole motivation of the wolves’ masquerade is to destroy the sheep.  They have no intentions of being a sheep, they only wish to walk in their midst working their dastardly deeds.  Since the very first church, there have always been pretenders who seek to devour and destroy; that is why every church suffers serious problems at times.  

Be aware; these false brethren are skilled in the art of deception.  They did not go to a school for the Arts of Deception; remember they are wolves and wolves are naturally endowed with stalking abilities.  So to, the children of Satan are naturally gifted in the deception of pretense.  Even like the Pharisees of old, they are able to stand in the House of God and with all piousness make sweet pretentious prayers dripping with honey.  The undiscerning would think heaven itself came down to cloak upon this dear saint of saints.  Jesus, however, was not so impressed with their skills.  Jesus knew their hearts and declared, “…ye shall receive the greater damnation.”  Some wolves come cloaked in robes of “righteousness,” and others come cloaked in robes of “humbleness,” but make no mistake, they will come.

I am certainly glad we cannot know other men’s hearts like Jesus knows them, but this does not mean we should stick our heads in the sand and ignore all the warning signs and traits of a wolf in our midst.    We have divine authority to protect the sheep against the vicious attacks of the wolves.  We are told to put on the whole armor of God that we might be able to stand against the wiles of the devil and those who serve him under the cloak of Deception of Pretense.  

Finishing with Joy

From the Pastor: Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”  (Acts 20:24)  

The Apostle Paul was determined to walk worthy of the calling of God.  With this singleness of mind he zealously testified to all of “repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”  He refused to be detoured from his holy work by the evil activities of men.  Even when the Holy Spirit witnessed that bonds and afflictions awaited him, he never wavered on his journey.  Many of his brethren could not understand why he was so persistent, and many encouraged him to change his course to avoid the hardships.  Paul, however, said, “…none of things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself.”  If his holy ministry was worth anything at all, it was sure worth everything even if it cost him his life.  Paul understood the gravity of his high calling; come what may, he could not but serve his received ministry to the completion of its course.  

Paul knew if he had allowed others to sway him away from the ministry he had received of the Lord Jesus, that the blessed joy of obedience would be lost in the guilt of failure.  He lived in the joy of salvation, the joy of his calling, the joy of faithfulness, and he was determined to finish his course with joy.  The ministry to which he was called was “to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”  He was not hired for a “job”; he received a “ministry” from Jesus Christ to give testimony of the grace of God.  This is not like anything else upon the face of the earth.  That is why the Scriptures do not speak of churches hiring a pastor; rather they reveal that a pastor is a gift to the church.  Come what may, the pastor does not count his life as anything so that he might finish his course with joy and the ministry that he received from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is also written: “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Heb. 12:2)   There is a greater joy far beyond common comprehension.  Let the gates of hell rattle; it will only make for sweeter joy!

The “Can Do” Spirit

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: “But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.” (Num. 14:24)  

At Kadesh-barnea twelve men were sent into the land of Canaan to spy out the land.  Upon their return, ten of the men had one spirit, and Joshua and Caleb had another spirit.  The ten were filled with fear, doubt, and unbelief in God’s sovereignty over men.  It was a rebellious spirit against God.  It is said that Caleb “had another spirit with him.”   The spirit that was with Caleb was one of belief and “can do.”  He believed God and believed that nothing was impossible if it was ordered by God to be done.  To go into the land and possess it was the command of God, and Joshua and Caleb believed God and that no obstacle was too big when God is the Commander-in-Chief.  Their spirit was God commanded and we can do it!

Now, we know the rest of the story of the ten influencing the nation and how they began to murmur and complain against Moses and Aaron.  The congregation of Israel grew in their unbelief and rebellion against God.  They refused to believe God and refused to obey God.  They rejected God’s sovereignty over every situation, which is the basis of unbelief.  This resulted in the nation of Israel being banished from the Promised Land and were forced to wander in the wilderness until the unbelieving generation died off.

To some this may seem to be only a fable in Israel’s history and has nothing to do with our day and age.  However, the fact of the matter is that it is absolutely relevant for all the ages including our generation.  It is incumbent upon every child of the living God to believe in His sovereignty over men and to be obedient to His leadership and commands.  We must believe that our God is fully able in all things.  If God has put us to the task, then He is able to see us through to the victory or the completion of the task.  “If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31)   We serve a God that “can do” all things!

We must believe, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Phil. 4:13)  The ability to fulfill the will of God is not in the hands of the servant; rather the absolute ability is reliant on the utter sovereignty of the Master.  It is the spirit of “CAN DO”!!

Grace in Time of Need

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb. 4:15-16)  

We, as believers, have Jesus as our priest sitting at the right hand of the Father.  But, He is not so lofty that He cannot be sympathetic over our weaknesses.  Therefore, this should encourage us to approach the Father’s throne of grace with absolute confidence that Jesus will meet us there to intercede on our behalf.  Jesus is very much acquainted with the powerful temptations of sin; though He did not sin, He was made aware of the overwhelming allurement to give in to sin.  His knowledge of the sinful blood of Adam flowing through our veins gives Him understanding of the great difficulties with which we struggle.  For that reason, Jesus, as our high priest, is faithful and diligent in the administration of His office before the throne of grace for us.  As a result of His intervention and the blood of His sacrifice, we obtain mercy.  Left to our own devices we would have no hope, but in Jesus we have a full confidence that He will procure mercy for us.

The words “in time of need” have no reference to the believer receiving all his carnal wants.  If we leave these words in their context, it is understood that they were directed toward the times of burdensome temptations when the believer needs a measure of heavenly grace to overcome.  Thus, when the believer finds himself under the pressure of sin’s enticements, he is urged to go with confidence to God, where Jesus will faithfully act as his personal mediator, and He will procure for the believer the measure of grace needed to triumph over the sin.  The “time of need” is the moment when sin seeks to ensnare even the strongest of saints.  It is that crucial instant in time when the Serpent’s hypnotic glare transforms into his venomous bite.

We must ever be on guard against the wiles of the Devil.  Satan and his demons are forever on the hunt for the weak, the faltering, the faint, and the little ones who lag behind.  Yet, in the midst of our weaknesses Jesus still cares, and with mercy and love He is quick to plead as our High Priest; and we know mercy and grace will come.

I Know That My Redeemer Liveth

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me.” (Job 19:25-27)  

Many folk make references to “poor old Job,” and it is true he did suffer tremendously at the hands of Satan.  Yet, even in all this upheaval of his life, he was as rich as a man could be.  You see, true wealth is a state of one’s relationship with the Heavenly Father.  There is no doubt that Job lost everything in the physical world, but he gained with great abundance in the spiritual kingdom.

It was God’s respect for Job’s strong faith that prompted Him to say to Satan, “Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?” (Job 1:8)  Oh what wondrous awesomeness that God acknowledges one man in particular and then to give him such a high recommendation.  Job was wealthy in the grace of God, in the faith of God, and in his faithfulness to God.  He lost all in this world, but he won special recognition from the Eternal Father.

Satan “huffed and puffed” against the doors of Job’s faith, but his fiery breath could not burn them down.  He raged with storms of wrath, but the walls of his faithfulness would not crumble to the ground.  Job remained anchored upon the Rock of Eternity.  Job could not be moved even when his wife, his friends, and the “Great Pious Ones” sought to persuade him.  Job was more than steadfast; his faith was eternally secured in the hands of the Almighty God.  Job had no mere mortal faith; he had that blessed gift of eternal faith that came by the way of abundant grace from the only true God.  Therefore, it could not be destroyed or invaded by the powers of Satan, though he surely tried.  Satan has no power to defeat divine faith.

Job understood that death comes upon all men; he was not worried about the body returning to the dust of the ground.  There was something else that motivated and strengthened Job’s resolve not to curse God.  Job knew of the resurrection to come and that he would behold the Eternal Redeemer.  In faith and patience Job trusted his God.

When the Door Is Open

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.” (Rev. 3:7-8)  

Only one of the “Seven Churches” spoken to by the Lord Jesus Christ in the book of Revelation merited the gift of the “open door” being set before them.  To each of the seven churches Jesus said, “I know thy works”; but what He knew about this church was different.  Jesus was so moved by this difference that He set before them an open door for the propagation of the Gospel and then secured it open by the power of His might.  Not the gates of hell or any man possesses the power to shut the door Jesus has opened.  Oh, what a glorious thing it would be indeed to have an open door for the spreading of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!  Three things made the church at Philadelphia different from the rest of the churches.

“Thou hast a little strength” was the first quality.  The words “little strength” are from the Greek words “mikros and dunamis,” which reveal they had only a micro amount of power, but it was power in action.  To the world they seemed to be just a feeble little church, but Jesus saw them using what micro amount of power they had to proliferate the Gospel.  Jesus took their micro and made it mega.

“And hast kept my word” was the second quality.  The word “kept” is from the word “tereoo,” which means, “observe conscientiously.”  The church with great consciousness studied to do the spoken word of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They did not try to pervert it with their own philosophies.  They were faithful to His word in the little, so Jesus trusted them to be faithful to His word in the much.  

“And hast not denied my name” was the third quality.  The word “deny” is from “apneomai,” which means, “to deny, disown, or refuse."   The name of the Lord Jesus Christ was precious to the church in every way.  Jesus took their love for His name and gave them multitudes to speak it before.   

What a glorious thing indeed to have the door opened by Jesus!

The Sacrifice of Praise

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.” (Heb. 13:15)  

We hear frequently folk who incessantly use the term “Praise the Lord.”  Sometimes I get tired of hearing them abuse the term and tell them to go ahead and praise Him.  Now this seems to downright mystify them.  My words appear to leave them speechless.  The reason for their confusion is a misunderstanding of the term “Praise the Lord.”

The term “praise” in the Scriptures means to give a discourse or a narration.  In the New Testament this Greek word is only used of praise given to God.  The believer is to offer the sacrifice of a discourse to God, and he is to do it “continually.”  The offering of a sacrifice identifies the believer-priest’s relationship to God.  Just as a Levite priest offered a sacrifice, so to must a believer-priest bring his sacrifice of narration to the altar and mercy seat of God, not a sacrifice of blood but a sacrifice of  “praise.”  

The key to the discourse or narration that is to be offered up is in the rest of the passage:  “that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”  The “fruit of our lips” is in reference to that which comes forth from the believer’s mouth, and that which is to come from the mouth is the giving of thanks.  Also remember; this “praise” can only be used when it is directed toward God.  The words “giving thanks” mean to expressively acknowledge, to speak out freely, to declare openly, or to celebrate.  Hence, the believer-priest is to offer the sacrifice of a discourse to God that expressively acknowledges with his own lips what God has done for him and with the enthusiasm of a celebration.  It is not the mere use of the term “Praise the Lord”; rather it is a narration of exactly what has been received of the Lord.

The expression “sacrifice” is used to describe the necessity of removing “self” from the equation so that all honor and glory would be proclaimed only toward God.   There must not even be a hint of the believer taking any credit for the receiving of the blessing of God.  God moves solely upon His independent purpose; and as His servant the believer’s only claim is that “I have just done my duty, that which is required of me.  By the grace of God, I am what I am.”

In the Face of Jesus Christ

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” (II Cor. 4:6-7)  

The Apostle Paul lays out a parallel in this passage of the account of creation in Genesis chapter one and the salvation of man.  Creation was without form, void, and in darkness; but the Spirit of God moved upon it and God commanded, “Let there be light: and there was light.”  Man is void, in darkness, and dead in trespasses and sins; but in the sovereign grace and purpose of God, the Holy Spirit moves at the command of God and breaks forth with the true Light in the dark abyss of sinners’ hearts.  Creation could not create itself.  It required the sovereign act of God to create something from nothing.  So to, man cannot self-create a new creature within himself.  It requires the sovereign act of God to create life in deadness, to give the true Light in the utter darkness of a sinful heart.

This true Light is the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  In Hebrews the description of Jesus’ relation to the Father is: “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person…” (Heb. 1:3)  The Almighty Eternal God has purposed to reveal the glory of His majesty by His amazing grace through Jesus Christ.  It is in and through Jesus Christ that the saints of God are made to know the glory of the Father.  If God did not command the Light to shine in the dark deadness of men’s hearts in the face of Jesus Christ, men would forever be doomed, adrift in the condemnation of their sins.  Jesus is the Beacon that gives the Light of the glory of God, beaming out GRACE, GRACE, ALL OF GRACE.

Those who have gone through the new birth are truly able to sing, “I once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see.”  In the face of the Lord Jesus is taught the knowledge of the glory of the Father, and the believer has this “treasure in earthen vessels.”  In the believer’s frail body of the flesh, there is found the awesome eternal treasure of the glory of God.  It is this treasure that the saints of God give witness to in the face of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Enduring Sound Doctrine

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned to fables.” (II Tim. 4:3-4)  

The word “endure” means to hold firm, to sustain, to bear with, and to listen to.  The time of the fulfilling of this passage is most definitely upon us.  The vast majority of the “religious” realm will not receive the sound doctrine of the Holy Scriptures.  Without conscience they have forsaken that form of doctrine that was once delivered unto the apostles and the saints of old.  Most preachers and churches have decided not to hold firm to the teachings of the Word of God.  Compromise is the order of the day.  They are not able to bear the firm presentation of that Word which has forever been settled in the heavens.  Multitudes become agitated and even angry when they hear the words of the Lord Jesus, the prophets, and the apostles.  Religionists cannot bear an honest presentation of the Word of God.

The words “itching ears” refer to the fact that their hearing is lusting to be tickled.  For an unrepentant sinner the raw Word of Truth cuts into the heart, sets fire to the conscience, and an inferno of rage boils within him.  He cannot bear the hearing of sound doctrine.  His ears despair to hear soothing words of flatteries and fables from teachers void of understanding.  He prefers ten thousand spinners of stories than to hear the voice of one man of God.  The crushing words of the truth of God’s Word are more than an unregenerate sinner can abide under.  He turns to fictitious tales that fill him with empty hopes and dreams.   These pet his self-esteem and serenade his heart and conscience into a stupor of empty emotions of blissfulness.  

Rare indeed in these days are those who love and treasure the sound teaching of the Word of God.  Few there be that walk the pilgrim’s path of truth and righteousness.  These savor, “How sweet are thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Ps. 119:103-105)  These hold firm and are sustained by the sound doctrine of the Word of God, and despise perversions and tickling fables. 

Missionary Hearts in Hell

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “And in hell he lift up his eyes, …  Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.” (Lk. 16:23, 27-28)  

It is truly an amazing thing that most people go through this life with little to no thought of what their entrance into eternity might bring.  The enormous bulk of those who give a smidgen of a reflection to what eternity might hold usually have some fairytale view of it.   Some folks believe that death is the finality of all things, an absolute nothingness absence of all conscientiousness.  Others believe the body’s energy flows into an oneness with a mystical higher energy.  Some believe all mankind will exit in glory at various levels of blissfulness.  Of course, there are many other strands of thought that also do not come into agreement with the Holy Word of God.  Few there are that even accept the reality of the Hell written of in the Scriptures.  

Whatever one may have as an opinion, it is in all reality irrelevant.  The God of all creation is the supreme authority over the whole of the matter, and He has declared there is a heaven for the redeemed and there is a hell for the unbelievers.  It is not a matter for human debate.  God has made it so, and so shall it forever be.

The “certain rich man” in the text of Luke was hurdled into the reality of this truth and proclaimed, “I am tormented in this flame.”  Unbelief became belief.  The factual existence of hell is now all too real to him.  Life after death in a tormenting flame for all the ungodly is a fact that must not be ignored.  This “certain rich man” no longer thinks of hell as a myth or a subject to be taken lightly.  As the text reveals, he now has a missionary heart, “…testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.”  

Every soul in hell has a new heart today, a heart for missions.  Each has a heart for the testimony of Jesus Christ.  Sadly, it will do them no good now for their eternity is sealed.  But, what if we could hear the cries of the missionary hearts of hell in our hearts?  Could you imagine the impact it would make across the world?  Have we the believers become so cold and indifferent to the destiny of men?  I would to God we could hear the hearts of the condemned in hell!


Another Gospel


From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.” (Gal. 1:6-7)  

The Apostle Paul was astonished that the churches of Galatia had moved away from the true and living God who had called them INTO THE GRACE of Christ (the Anointed of God – the Redeemer of eternal souls).  The transgression was more than turning away from the message of God; it was moving away from God.  It is horrible enough to begin to doubt the message of salvation through the blood of the Lord Jesus after one has experienced the blood of the Lamb; but to also move away from the God who called the sinner INTO the grace that is in Christ Jesus, now, that is surely a serious matter indeed.

The so-called message of good news of salvation by which the Galatians were being swayed was in all certainty no good news at all.  The message bearers were perverting the real good news with sinister motives.  Oh, they were exceptionally convincing with their reasoning, but as the Serpent in the Garden they polluted the truth to make it no real truth at all.  They had erased it of all saving grace in Christ Jesus.  As it is written: “And if by grace, then is it no more works: otherwise grace is no more grace.  But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.” (Rom. 11:6)  

The message of good news is that the eternal God of heaven has called us of His own will INTO a salvation that is not dependent on anything we could do; but Jesus paid for our redemption in full upon the cross of Calvary.  There remains no more to be done, for the Lord finished it in totality.  It is good news to know that eternal salvation is not in our hands, but it is all of grace, wonderful grace.  The believer is made free from the bondage of sin not only because Jesus paid the price, but equally so because the heavenly Father “made us accepted in the beloved.” (Eph. 1:6)  To move away from this message of the good news that salvation is totally IN the grace of Christ is grossly sinful, but to move away from this is to also move away from the God who calls one INTO this grace.  Grace is void of all works.

Reject the Gospel of Christ, and you reject the God of the Gospel!

All Lip but No Heart

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.” (Mk. 7:6)  

The thing about vain religion is that it is filled with an abundance of lip service.  It makes a lot of noise but there is never any real substance to it.  Like the Pharisees and scribes, it is all show for self-gain and self-aggrandizement.  It is religion for the sake of religion.  It is empty of the love for God, the love for Jesus, the love for truth, and the love for the salvation of others.  It seeks only its own.  It cannot see or understand the genuine essence of the holy worship of God.

The Lord Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Mt. 6:21)  For the real believer it is not about money; but it is about God, about Jesus, about salvation, and about the new heart within.  It is about the stirring of the Spirit of God that floods the heart with His holiness, righteousness, love, and passion.  The new heart born out of the Spirit, out of the blood of the Lamb, and out of the grace and passion of the Father seeks only one thing – to bring honor to the Father through the passionate witness of Jesus the Son of the living God.  The treasure of the believer’s heart is not of this world; rather it is found in the King’s treasury, in the overflowing honeycomb of His Word, in the relationship of the child with the Father, and in the Waltz of Grace with the Holy Spirit in the ballroom of life.  It is the very presence of God in the heart of the eternal soul.  What greater treasure could be bestowed upon such sinful creatures?  It is all a matter of the heart, not of the lips!

The Apostle Paul exhorted the Hebrews concerning their relationship with God, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith…” (Heb. 10:22)  They were not to be like the religious masses that are masters of vain lip service.  Genuine believers approach and serve God with a heart that is empty of all pretenses, but filled with truth.

When the love and grace of God dances within the heart, the soul sways to the music of the heavenly orchestra, and the Bride gracefully moves along in hand and arm of the Groom.  A heart in love is fixed upon the object of that love.  It cannot focus elsewhere.  Talk is a distraction; the heart in love waltzes mindful only of that cherished love.
To Shine as the Heavens and the Stars

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” (Dan. 12:3)   -- “For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.  Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” (I Cor. 1:19-21)  

To the untrained these passages may seem to be somewhat contradictory.  There are two types of wisdom that are under consideration - a wisdom of the world and a wisdom of God.  There are many men and women that are quite brilliant in the elements of this world, like science, finance, politics, leadership, etc.; yet they are absolute ignoramuses when it comes to the things of God.  Of their own wisdom many think they have all the answers to religion and the Bible.  It is next to impossible to discuss with them the Scriptures because they haven’t a clue to the understanding of them.  It is by their great earthly wisdom they are confounded and know not God.  God operates by His own rules of wisdom, and His wisdom cannot be fathomed by carnal men and women.  As it is written: “Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (I Cor. 2:13-14)  

Now, those who are endowed with the wisdom of God are in possession of the greater wisdom, though it makes no sense to carnal man. But, “it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”  The lost cannot be turned to the righteousness that is in Christ Jesus by the conjuring up of man’s puny wisdom.  True salvation and the unveiling of righteousness out of the Word of God require God’s wisdom.  The word “turn” from the Hebrew has the idea of causing or teaching.  Causing others to follow in the way of true righteousness will cause you to shine as the heavens and the stars.

Committed into the Deep of God’s Grace

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.”  (Acts 20:32)  

Frequently when sailors die they have their bodies “committed into the deep of the sea.”  Such is the thought of the Apostle Paul as he speaks to the elders of Ephesus.  He faithfully testified of the gospel of the grace of God; thus, he was pure from the blood of all; he declared the whole counsel of God; and he warned them of the wolves that would come to destroy.  Paul did all he could possibly do for them; now, his time with them had come to an end.  He must sail on and they must remain.  Paul committed them into the endless depths of God and into the word of His grace.   Strange as the wording may sound, it is the very picture of those who have been crucified with Christ Jesus unto salvation by grace, committed into the hands of the Father for safe keeping, and committed into the word (not words) of His grace.  One is not saved and left desolate on a deserted island.

The Apostle Paul knew he could no longer be there to sustain them in the things of God.  His ministry with the Ephesian church had come to an end.  Were they ready for the task before them?  What more could he do?  Well, the truth of the matter is that no church of the Lord Jesus is dependent upon man, not even the great Apostle Paul. Every true church is reliant only upon its Head, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the Word of the Father’s grace.   The season Paul had with the church in Ephesus was a remarkable experience for him and them, but it came time to commit the body into the engulfing headship of Christ.  The body (church) belonged to the Lord, not Paul.  Its rightful place was in the great billows of the Lord’s grace.  Immersed in that marvelous grace, a clear personal knowledge would come to them of the Father and the Son.  This word of His grace provided the necessary elements for building them up, spiritually bringing them to sanctification.  As it is written: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” (Jn. 17:17)  

It is a wonderful blessedness to perceive that as believers we have been committed into the depths of the Father’s hands and into the great billows of the Word of His sovereign grace!  Praise His Name!

No Other Gods

From the Pastor:  M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “I am the LORD thy God, …  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” (Ex. 20:2, 3)  This is the first commandment!  

The context of the scripture reveals that the command is not a blanket command to the world, for He is not the God of everyone without exception in this world.  The command is to His people.  If He is your God, then you are not to have any other god, or multiple gods in addition to Him.  Despite this command, church folk, like the nation of Israel, have been “defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions.” (Ps. 106:39)  They have ignored the command of God and unashamedly have brought other gods into their lives.  In the pursuit of their other gods, they have left the worship of the only true and living God.  Oh yes, I realize many will not own up to their evil deeds, but it is just as so as if they confessed their sins.  Fact is fact, confessed or not!

Now, what are some of those works and inventions they have gone a whoring after?  Some of their gods include sports, holidays, recreations, self-appeasements, leisure, family, jobs, and money in general.  Is it not amazing how “sports” have become the new god on the block?  Notice how many church families have been pulled from church to attend sporting activities.  Holidays keep being connected with the weekend so that families can take a three-day weekend away from the House of God.  The fancy of all kinds of recreations are far more enticing to some than the preaching of the word of God.  Church folk have invented all sorts of self-appeasements to justify their abandonment of the worship of God.  

Can any of their inventions give them eternal life?  Can these distractions wash away their sins?  They appease the flesh, but can they appease the God of heaven unto the saving of the soul?  “Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation.” (Judges 10:14)  Ask your invented god to save your eternal soul, and what will be its reply?  It is easy to forsake a God you have not known!  But, come to know the true God, and you will never be able to invent anything that will ever replace Him.  There is no God but One, and He is the God of the saints.  He is the hope of all their desires.  He is their all in all.  The saints need no other gods!!!

No Difference Between Them and Us
From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written:  “And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us.  And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.  Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?  But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.” (Acts 15:8-11)  

When the blind lead the blind, they both fall in to the ditch.  For thousands of years the spiritually dead have groped in the abyss of darkness, attempting to lead others into the Light, where they personally have never been, and into that freedom which they have never experienced.  The results have been devastating for both the leaders and the followers, because neither has ever found rest for his soul.  He has never escaped the bonds of death or the confines of eternal condemnation.  Only the eyes of the Holy Spirit can lead the blind into the Light, where the shackles of sin are broken off and liberty unto life everlasting is bestowed through the grace of the Lord Jesus.

The Apostle Peter was saying that God put no difference between the Jews and the Gentiles, but the fact of the matter is God has never offered more than one way of salvation.  From Adam and Eve until the end of time, salvation has been and shall always be secured by purifying hearts of men by faith through grace, “plus nothing and minus nothing.”  There is no other authorized process.  A mere drop of another thought would utterly pollute grace and dilute faith; the consequence would be no salvation at all.   What was true for patriarchs, the prophets, the Apostles, and the saints of old is equally true for this generation; heaven wrought salvation is by faith, and this gift of faith is a gift all of His sovereign grace.  God put no difference between them and us; salvation is by GRACE, GRACE, ALL OF GRACE!

All things considered, I am thrilled that the way of salvation has never been changed.  It would indeed be perplexing to figure out what way of salvation was being used this day or this hour.  God is the same yesterday, today, and forevermore; and so is His great salvation ever by faith through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you will be saved, there is no difference; it must be by faith through His grace.

It Is Written

From the Pastor:  Dr. M. J. Seymour, Sr.

“…then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” (Gen. 3:5 –6)  

In every generation there are men, women, and “secret societies” that have miraculously discovered the ancient secrets to make one “healthy, wealthy, and wise.”  The deception is that they actually have no idea just how ancient their “secrets” in fact are.  God disclosed to us how Satan used them in the Garden of Eden.  Of course, there is one major difference; God reveals them to be sins not secrets.  The secret is that the Serpent of the Garden hopes one does not discern this truth until it is too late.  They are simply the sins of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.  But, Lucifer sweetened the pot by adding “ye shall be as gods,” which meant they would have superiority over others who lacked these traits.

Satan used the same temptations on our Lord Jesus Christ in the wilderness when he presumed our Lord to be too weak to resist.  The old Serpent challenges the Lord’s superiority with “IF thou be the Son of God,” and “All these things will I give thee,” suggesting he was superior over Jesus.  The Son of God may have been weakened in the flesh but he never diminished one speck in His mighty spirit.  The Lord dashes to pieces Satan’s offer with the words “It is written” and then quotes the Holy Scriptures of old, the very Word of God.

Satan has never changed his methods of temptations; he may transform their outward appearances, but they are forever the same.  The serpent always begins with the thought of “superiority to others”; then he dresses the allurements to fit the character of the one being tempted.  He uses things like money, possessions, outward appearances, success, control over others, romance, prestige, intelligence, popularity, etc.  The problem is they are all temporal pleasures, empty, and full of vainglory.  Their appetites are never full.

The believers’ answer to all of Satan’s temptations must ever be “It is written.”  Eternal life and the forgiveness of sins are in the superiority and riches of God’s grace and mercies.  Praise His Name!!!
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